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it You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with 
our readers. 

Fax your messages 
to us on 648298 or 
write to P.O. Box 
9313 Amman. 




Optimistic forecasts for 
pen-based systems 


■ 'THE PEN Is mightier than Ac can store si 
sword*, Ac pen may Also prove a use a pen I 
more powerful tool than the com- notebook ai 
putcr keyboard if pen-based com- still some 
putcr systems turn out to be as Dmaquest 
popular as many manufacturers it will be 1 
and industry analysts now pre- fore such 
diet. become 

Pen computers come in several enough t 

guises, although most cue elec- widespread 
Ironic tablets which resemble a tance, 
Victorian school state, complete The Aird 
with a stylus or "pen". The pen Is ry compri 

used to write free text. Hit in box- simplest i 

cs or indicate sections of diagram which arc i 

on Ac computer screen. for appt 

Such systems generate excite- where a pap 

ment because they enable Ae is require 

most keyboard- 
illiterate user to 
exploit computer 
technology. 

Momenta Inter¬ 
national of Cali¬ 
fornia, has devel¬ 
oped a hybrid 
system, incorpo¬ 
rating a keyboard 
as well as a pen 
making it ideal 
for applications 
such as business 
planning or for Momenta Computer from 
editing and cor- Momenta International 


can store signatures, the ability to 
use a pen PC like the traditional 
notebook and pen is 
still some way off. 

Dmaquest predicts 
it will be 1994 be¬ 
fore such systems 
become reliable 
enough to find 
widespread accep¬ 
tance. 

The Aird catego¬ 
ry comprises the 
simplest systems, 
which arc intended Pen-PC from Victor 
for applications Technologies 
where a paper copy 
is required but ' 


mm 

- J.V; 


editing and cor- Momenta Ini 
reeling reports. 

Other types of 

pen PCs fall into'three categories. 
Machines In the first category are 
intended for verticle applications, 
where customized software ena¬ 
bles engineers, nurses or survey¬ 
ors to gaAer data.: 

One application using the Grid- 
pad machine, from Victor Tech¬ 
nologies, part of Ae ■ Tandy 
group, is for crash assessors from 
motor insurance companies. It 
Uses Ae Grtdpad to calculate th$ 
cost of repairs by displaying ex¬ 
panded vehicle., diagrams on the 
screen. By touching Individual 
Components on Ae screen with 
the pen, Ae machine automatical*- 
ly records Ae pairts Aal need re¬ 
placing, This data can then be 
sent over a telephone line directly 
to a main frame computer where 
the price of t&e replacement part 
and labor costa can be calculated* 

. More sophisticated than l%se 
' are machines which can actually 
recognize handwriting. AtAopgh 
iposi of today’s systems chn rec¬ 
ognize letters, or numbers, and 


is required but ' 

where a printer 
would be cum¬ 
bersome or too 
expensive. One 
example of such 
a machine is Ae 
Script Writer 
produced by Pe¬ 
ripheral Vision 
of Ae US. It can 
be used for tak¬ 
ing down an or¬ 
der, and leaving 
a hard copy with 
puterfrom Ae person plac- 

matlonal lag Ac order. 

Or It can be 
used by traffic 
wardens: as the warden writes 
down Ae details of Ae ticket on 
Ae sheet of paper placed on top- 
of the board, the pressure regis¬ 
ters Ae same information — car 
registration plate, for example — 
into Ae computer memory. Once 
Ae warden returns to base, Ae 
details can be fed into the'main 
computer system. These electron¬ 
ic clipboards are considerable 
less expensive than Aeir more so¬ 
phisticated , counterparts, ■ and' 
therefore arc finding more wide- 
' spread applications with blue- 
collar workers. 

According to Microslate, Ae 
Montreal-based pen computer 
maker, Ae whito-cqllar market 
in North America is 94 per cent 
saturated wiA computer technol¬ 
ogy while Ae blue-collar work¬ 
force is only 11 per cent saturat¬ 
ed. In Europe Ae situation. Is 
different. NCR., in Ae. iUnited 
Kingdom saythat companies -are 
aiming ai the white-collar worker, 
because that is where most corpo¬ 


rations will get Ac best return on 
investment. 

One factor 
which could inhib¬ 
it Ac growA of 
Ac market is any 
dispute over Ae 
operating system 
used in pen-based 
systems. Survsoft, 
for example, uses 
"windows" soft¬ 
ware, so Aat pic¬ 
tures, or "icons" 

Victor “PP®* on toe 

vmar screen. This ap- 

proach is being 
promoted by 
Microsoft wiA the Pen Windows 
version of its popular Windows 
software environment. This will 
enable users to adapt Windows 
applications developed for desk¬ 
top computers for use on pen 
computers. But many believe its 
lifespan will be limited. 

More promising in Ae longer- 
term is Ae Pen-point operating 
system developed by Go, Ae Cal¬ 
ifornia start-up company. It has 
been specifically designed for 
pen PCs, and is Acrcfore a more 
appropriate solution. A dispute 
between promoters of the two ap¬ 
proaches could well be avoided, 
wiA the market moving progres¬ 
sively from Ae Windows ap¬ 
proach to Ac Go one! 

If Ais proves correct, Aen pen 
technology could prove Ae next 
revolution in computing. ■ ' 

• F.T. 


Arab ban on Microsoft?! 

THE ARAB Boycott Bureau (ABB), based in Damascus, has 
slapped a boycott on Microsoft Corp, products in Ac Arab world 
for dealing wiA Israel. Microsoft has made it clear to auAorities 
Aat it has never dealt wiA any Israeli company, but ihc results of 
investigations remain to be seen. 

Already Jordan and Kuwait have announced Aat Aey would 
adopt the boycott. The Jordanian government is banning the im¬ 
port of Microsoft Arabic Windows 3.1 and may ban oAer 
Microsoft products. Kuwait later decided to freeze it's ban until 
Ae issue is debated again in October of Ais year. 

In an interview with Chuck Allen, Microsoft Monger Middle 
East, a few months ago he clearly stated to me Aat Microsoft was 
not dealing wiA Israeli companies. He explained Aat Ae news 
about Windows software using Hebrew characters being devel¬ 
oped in Israel is true, but Microsoft had noAing whatsoever to do 
wiA developing it. 

It would seem logical for a multinational company like 
Microsoft to understand Aat it*would be absurd to deal with Israel 
at Ae risk of losing Ae Arab market, which is definitely much 
bigger and more attractive to Microsoft Aan Ac Israeli market. 

Microsoft has promoted Arabic Windows as a typical Arabic- 
based software since it was developed by Jordanian, Lebanese and 
Kuwaiti programmers. Microsoft officials have been touring Ae 
region in the past momh to promote it by holding presentations in 
Arab countries. 

Last monA Aey were in Amman and Aey announced Aat they 
would be officially releasing Arabic Windows in Jordan through 
Aeir distributor Specialized Technical Systems (STS) and Aal it 
would be unprotected which means Aat Jordanians would be gel¬ 
ling It for free. 

Still, Windows is just a platform for a wide variety of Windows 
products which Ae public will be paying a lot for, which makes it 
important to local users to know die future of Microsoft products 
in Ae Arab world in light of Ae boycott decision. 

Many were outraged by Ais decision and claimed Aat the Arab 
world cannot go on computing wiAout Microsoft's software! 

Somebody snapped a remark Aat Aey should also ban MS-DOS 
so thaL millions tor computer users all over Ae Arab world end up 
staring into blank screens! 

These and oAer silly remarks have been flying around for Ae 
last couple of weeks. What will happen is Aal Microsoft software 
will still be smuggled into the country somehow and Dial pirates 
will benefit a great deal from being exclusive distributors of 
Microsoft products which will continue to be in demand. This 
means we can forget about technical support and product upgrad¬ 
ing which isn't a very nice Aing at all. 

Most importantly, wc will lose all of Microsoft's interests in 
Arabization. This could spell disaster since Windows 3.1 with Ar- 




Arabization and is something that Ae Arabic-language computer 
industry should build on. 

No matter what Ae results of Ae October vote arc going to be. 
we would like to know Ae'troe facts. Jordanian computer users 
are just as patriotic as Ae next bunch and would like to know who 
Aey're dealing wiA exactly, but let's hear all the facts first, ■ 


Lotus 123 in Arabic 

A collaboration between 
AlAlamiah & Lotus 


■ LOTUS DEVELOPMENT 
Corp. and AlAlamiah Software 
Co., In conjunction wiA Lotus 
Middle East distributor Grey- 
Tech, are to release Lotus 123 In 
Arabic, it will be available under 
Sakhr Arabic Windows in Sep¬ 
tember, said Mr Ashraf Zakl, 
general manager of AlAlamiah 
Software Co. 

Development teams from Lotus 
arid; AlAlamiah have just coin- 
pleted an extensive period of 
joint work In Dublin, Ireland, at 
Lotus International Development 


Center where technical experts 
from boA teams were able to 
solve the problem of bringing the 
two technologies togeAer. 

This marks the start pf a long¬ 
term svategic alliance between 
Lotus and AlAlamiah to provide 
powerful Arabic applications for 
the Arab market. BoA companies 
have agreed to Arabize AmiPro, • 
the powerful graphical , wordpro-' 
cessor, and freelance. : Lotus’s 
business graphics padkagfl. and 
Ae best selling electronic mail: 
package In Ae world, ■ 


Ideal Center r 

■ ideal Systems, distribu¬ 
tors of Apple Computers 
in Jordan announced last 


Wa$n EI- 
: Tell Street 
: (Gardens) ■ near AI- 
Youbeel Circle. Clients 
and visitors are Invited tp 
visit the new center from 
9 pm to,J pm and 3 pm to 
6 pm, dally except Fri* 
days. (Sundays hair day)* 
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Trust Aramex 
with your urgent 
parcels and documents. 

n Trie fastest, most reliable 

far* and most efficient courier service 

Cali 664590 
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King admitted to US clinic 




THEIR MAJESTIES r ?,. 1 ■ : — 

King Hussein and V;.- jj 

Queen Noor arrived .. JF' " 

Monday at Mayo Clinic .' W -W. -M 

In the US state of Min- ; KL ■ 
nesota where King Huss- : JMj| ' 

ein will undergo tests i "aI vjg : 

and treatment of a uri- L ig * 

nary tract hemorrhage. fe 

The King was admit- K . 

ted to King Hussein 

Medical City on Satur- A Mfh 

day to treat a minor MW iw JIWi 

hemorrhage in his uri¬ 
nary tract. His doctors advised him to do more 
tests at an advanced clinical center in the United 
States. 

The Star wishes his Majesty speed recovery. 
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An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Press law: 
Uncensored version 

■ Jordanian journalists cannot 
make up their minds when it 
comes the draft press and publi¬ 
cations law now oeing debated at 
the Lower House. The draft law 
is seen by some as lacking in 
spirit and content and falling 
short front being a progressive 
law regulating the press in Jor¬ 
dan. Others say it is miles ahead 
of the present law. which allows 
to many arbitrary interventions 
by the Ministry or Information. 

But what has surprised many 
observers is the fact that deputies 
have been toeing the government 
line so far and have done little to 
further the cause of a free press 
in Jordan. 

One controversial article in the 
draft law, which was approved 
last week, compels reporters to 
reveal their sources before a 
court of law. Critics say the arti¬ 
cle makes a mockery of freedom 
of the press and the integrity and 
credibility of journalists. The 
government says the article is ap¬ 
plied only in certain cases where 
national security is at stake. 'This 
in Jordan not America." said, a 
senior government official. "And 
even in Britain, you have cases 
when the security of the country 
supersedes other issues including 
the right to protect sources." 

The House’s Legal Committee 
had amended a number of articles 
in the draft law, some of which 
the government sought to re¬ 
verse, The task of defending the 
government's case was given to 
Minister of Information, Mr 


Mahmoud El Sherif, a veteran 
journalist himself and a staunch 
supporter of a free press. 

Mr El Sherif inherited the draft 
law from 
the previous 
government 
and had 
very little to 
do with 
writing it. 

While 
many Jorda¬ 
nian jour- 
nalisu ex- Elsher y 
pressed 
their frustra¬ 
tion with the proposed law, gov¬ 
ernment sources said the law rep¬ 
resents a watershed in the history 
of the Jordanian press. 

"The law is full of loopholes, 
both legal and structural,” said an 
editor of a Jordanian newspaper. 
"Bui there are positive elements 
in it nonetheless." 

But a source inside the Lower 
House told The Star he did not 
expect the House to pass the law 
before the end of the extraordi¬ 
nary session. He expected the de¬ 
bate to be postponed until the 
opening of the next ordinary ses¬ 
sion in October. So while the 
controversy over the future law 
broils, Jordanian press will con¬ 
tinue to function under Lhe 
present law. "The funny thing is 
that with the transition between 
laws, we now have an almost 
ideal situation where we can say 
almost anything in the name of 
democracy," said one reporter. "I 
wish it could stay like that." 

"Deputies are wasting every¬ 
body's time by spending hours 
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talking about issues like profes¬ 
sional ethics; what are they and 
how do you define them.,," said a 
publisher of an Arabic weekly. 
"We need to move forward so we 
can have the law. Remember that 
many Jordanians are waiting for 
this law to pass before they can 
obtain licenses to publish news¬ 
papers and magazines." 

The "Brothers" do It 
again in Madaba 

■ By-elections in the fourth and- 
sixth districts were held on Tues¬ 
day, but were characterized by 
poor voter turn out and general 
public apathy. Muslim Brothers 
candidate for the fourth district, 
Mr Hani Tahrawi, failed to win 
the contested Lower House seat 
by 437 votes, which went to the 
independent candidate Mr Anwar 
Al Hadid who got 3744 votes. Mr 
Tahrawi came third and observ¬ 
ers said tribal affiliations were 
the key factor in the district of 
Quelsmah. 

Mr Hadid replaces the late dep¬ 
uty Mr Minwer Al Hadid. About 
13,000 voted out of 35,800 regis¬ 
tered voters. 

But the Muslim Brothers had 
their day in the sixth district of 
Madaba, south of Amman, where 
their candidate Mr Mohammad 
Khreibal Al Azaydeh won the 
contested seat with 8007 votes. 
He replaces the late deputy Mr 
Ahmad Al Azaydeh. Voter turn¬ 
out was higher in this district 
reaching more than 58 per cent. 

Observers believe the success 
of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
winning the Madaba seat for a 
second consecutive time indi¬ 



cates that die Islamist movement 
still enjoys popularity in the Jor¬ 
danian street. It also points to the 
dismal failure by other parties to 
isolate the Islamists and appeal to 
the voters. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zaid ben 
Shaker, who visited voting cen¬ 
ters, dispelled rumors that a new 
election law was being prepared 
for next year's general elections. 
He told Ad Dustour daily that 
next general elections will be 
held under the present law. 

ESCWA holds an 
. event for the 
disabled 

B The United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for West¬ 
ern Asia (ESCWA) plans to hold 
a cultural event for disabled per¬ 
sons in the ESCWA region to 
mark the end of the UN decade 
of disabled persons. The event, 
which will be held in cooperation 
with the UN Center for Social 
Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs, the Norn Al Hussein 
Foundation, the General Union 
for Voluntary Societies and the 
Jordan Sports Federation, will 
take place from 17 to 18 October. 

Kawar bans water 
tankers 

■ Minister of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion, i Mr Samir Kawar, has asked 
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the ministries of interior and mu¬ 
nicipal and rural affairs to stop Is¬ 
suing permits to tanker owners, 
who sell water to the public. Ad 
Dustour reported that the reason 
behind the decision is to save Jor¬ 
dan's water reserves. But since 
summer began many neighbor¬ 
hoods in Amman and other cities 
have been deprived of water. 
Their only source is to buy it 
from water tankers at prices rang¬ 
ing from JD 10 to JD 30 per 7 cu¬ 
bic meters. 

Tanker owners get their water 
from private wells and from 
springs in the neighboring hills 
and villages. There were reports 
about the unsuitability of water 
obtained from tankers for human 
consumption. 

The question many thirsty Jor¬ 
danian are putting to Mr Kawar is 
what other alternatives do they 
have at their 
disposal to 
get drinking 
water? As 
one resident 

of an Am- HB 

man neigh- 

borhood, 

which has 

been with- 

out govern- Kawar 

ment- 

supplied 

water for more than a month put 
it: "We'd like to see the minister 
move into our neighborhood be¬ 
fore he can make such rash deci¬ 
sions.". 

Tanker owners, who make a 
good living out of selling the pre¬ 
cious liquid, don't like the ded: 
sion either and say they will con¬ 
tinue to sell water so long as 
. there are buyers. 

PTC gets buss#; 

: ••••..Si,-*'* 

■ The Public Transport Corp. 
has agreed with the, Jordanian but 
manufacturer. ELBA House "to 
supply'the corporation; yrith 1W; 

new buses, Sawt Al S/kU&tepdtt; 
ed. •*' v 

The new buses, with a capacity 
of 88 passengers each, shotud 
ease .the congestion along'iw** 
Amman routes especially m W* 
i crowded quarters of east Amman. 
The report comes few days Sw 
the government^announced p** 01 
to privatize the corporathm. 

Ph«rm»cl#t#fo6»*» 
on JD 167,000 / 
embexzlement 

, ■ The gehipral assembly-of the 
: Pharmacists Association: has met 
jast week to discuss the ember; 
; zlement case In whi^pue associ- 
•i. atiotl employee'has been intp 11 ' 

\caled.- • ' 

About JD 167,000 lwYf;P® e 
' missing from a number of assort-, 
ation funds including the && 
scripiionS, health insurance, .rt* 
tirecnem, Iraq and‘/#?do.fuw»- 

The case is now before the court.. 
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The gateway to hell 

The hardship of 
crossing to the 
other side 


AMMAN (Star)— The hardship 
and humiliation thousands of Pal¬ 
estinians face during their jour¬ 
ney across the River Jordan to 
and from the occupied territories 
b "a human tragedy", according 
to a recent report published by 
the Jerusalem-bused Arabic daily 
A/ Quds. The paper charges that 
lhe hardship is done on purpose 
by the Israeli authorities with the 
aim of discouraging Palestinians 
from returning to their homeland 
and families. 

•Before crossing the river io Jor¬ 
dan, Palestinians who spent their 
summer holidays in the West 
Bank and Gaza have to gather at 
a J«iyel station that the Israeli au¬ 
thorities set up in Jericho. "The 
sjation looks like a battle field,” 
™ Quds says. 

■Ofourig and old Palestinians 
‘haye,to. wajt for days before they 
secure a seal in a crowded bus 
destined for the bridge. -Thinty, 
hungry and overheated children 
scream from; young men race for 
tje bpses, angry calls of frustrat¬ 
ed people looking fpr their lost 
hjggage fill the air, and every- 
body«fighting and arguing'. 

■ fhis }s my second trip to this 
station," says Khadijeh Issa from 
jad^ocobied West Bank village 
of QabaUeh. “I have to get back 
{® Amman," she says, " My hus j 
J*jw,i$ sick and J have, eight chi 1- 
dteji.. I have beeri visiting my 


turns and cooling their tempers. 

The owner of the bus company 
that has a monopoly on the route 
says that travellers are responsi¬ 
ble for the chaos in the station. 
" Wc will be able to provide trans¬ 
portation to ail . if people would 
follow their turn, * he says. He 
adds that his company could in¬ 
crease the number of buses if the 
Israeli authorities would permit 
it. 

But Israel will not grant him 
such permission. The Israeli au¬ 
thorities don't want to handle 
more than one bus at lhe crossing 
point at the bridge, says he. 

Travellers blame the chaos on 
other reasons. They are the vic¬ 
tims of the chaos and not the 
cause of it, they say. 

Oudeh Al Knouderi from Gaza, 
who spent one night outside the 
station, says that officials at the 
station are causing the delay. He 
says that priority is given td those 
wno could afford to bribe the Is¬ 
raeli officials. And the number of 
buses, he says, is far from 
enough. 

''I have been waiting in line for 
four hours and I am not a step 
closer to the bus, says Hamdi Ab¬ 
dul Qader, "What turns and what 
order are you talking abouL" 

The suffering and delays that 
people are facing on their way 
back from the occupied territories 
adds to the hardships that they in- 


ft* ir.il.7 T*m|Ii I'tl'lu* iiflM.'i) 


years, and i i have never 
experienced so much, suffering," 
r 'She.says. 

i About 35bQ to 4000 Palestine 
jOave the Occupied territories 
'* board the 10 busses; 

■i jfi® Israeli aulbprities.haveji- 
wnrtd fpr this route. Many , say 
. ^e.numbei; is not epopgh. .; 

.. j°l u t ‘the agony may sbqn be 
l i le . 5 ^ 5 O n is coding 

Jenclio mayor'J4mu 

iu people could reduce 

, “ fhffenng by following their 


Palestinian., travellers had to 
waiL fpr weeks in Jordan to gel a , 
permission to cross due to Israeli 
authorities' deci sion to reduce the 
number of people allowed to 
. cross the river from 4000=to less. 

• lhan a thousand. 

■ 1 , The Jordaqian Authorities on 
many occasions .appealed to the 
interhational community to inter: i; 
vene. tp end what they tpb de^ 

'scribed a human tragbdy;.' r V; ■ 
The response has yet lo edme ■ 

. and iiiany PaJesUmans are^Still,,; 
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Experience our tlteme nights 
where you can enjoy excellent food and 
good service in a festive atmosphere arid for 


REASONABLE PRICES 


OUR "THEME NIGHTS" MENUS INCLUDE 
A VARIETY OF DISHES SUCH AS: 

Cold Appetizers Hot Appetizers Soups 

7 bat Item ■ Sprout Salad Chicken voi-au-imi Seafood gumbo soup 




Salade Caesar 


JD 2,100 


Sweat and spicy shrimp Minestrone soup 
D 6.900 JD1J00 


Fish Main Courses 
Seafood surprise and fettucdnl 
with saffro n sauce & vegetables 
JDUOO 

Salmon tn puff pastry with a 
crea my sbrintp sauce 
JD 7.500 


Meat Mattt Courses 

8 ox. US. filet steak utith sauteed 
bean-spro uts 6 sliced mushrooms 
JD 9,600 

f-lambed Escallop of beef In a green 
pepperc orn 6 bran dy sauce 
JD 8.400 
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A die-hard tradition of 
mountain weavers 



By Sherley Rizvi 

WITH A cultural heritage faced 
with virtual extinction in their 
homelands a ground of Tibetan 
craftsmen in a Nepalese exile are 
fighting to preserve their ancient 
traditions with a firm determina¬ 
tion — and a little help from 
abroad. 

The mg makers, based in north¬ 
ern Nepal, are holding on to their 
craft of 1,000 years, having re¬ 
fused to adopt Chinese mass pro¬ 
duction techniques which have 
brought the ancient an of carpet 
making in Tibet almost to extinc¬ 
tion. With sponsorship and help 
from collectors in Britain, the 
weavers have been able to adhere 


to traditional designs and materi¬ 
als and thus produce authentic 
Tibetan rugs. 

Much oithe cultural heritage of 
the Tibetans was destroyed dur¬ 
ing the 1950s invasion by China. 
An estimated 1.2 million Tibe¬ 
tans were killed and 95 per cent 
of the monasteries were de¬ 
stroyed. Most Tibetan works of 
art and monuments, with the ex¬ 
ception of those which contained 
some Chinese influence or con¬ 
nection, were laid waste. The per¬ 
secution led to an exodus and 
thousands took refuge in neigh¬ 
bouring India and Nepal. Some 
were scattered in Europe and 
America. 

Further repression was carried 


out under the umbrella of the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution 
when Tibetan master craftsmen 
were banned from teaching their 
arts to the younger generation. 
Although the post-1979 period 
has seen some improvement, 
with a few monasteries and tem¬ 
ples restored and re-opened, most 
of the damage has been irrepara- 

Most Tibetan refugees, with the 
Dalai Lama as their guide, live in 
the hope of one day returning to 
their homes and strive to preserve 
their culture in whatever way 
they can for future generations. 

Phuntsog Wangyal of the Tibet 
Foundation in London sees recent 
reforms by the Chinese govern 


ments as "cosmetic,' leaving the 
burden of preserving Tibetan tra¬ 
ditions on the exiles* shoulders. 
Their first job is to survive in 
their difficult circumstances; the 
second is really to try to preserve 
as much as possible for the future 
generation, who will be like the 
seeds, when they return to Tibet." 

The nas made fay the mnwnmin 
exiles ofnorthem Nepal are part 
of this concerted effort to pre¬ 
serve a way of life. It all started 
when French-bom graphic de¬ 
signer Alain Rouveurebefriend¬ 
ed a family of Tibetan refogees 
while trekking in NepaL He be¬ 
come interested in their vegeta¬ 
ble-dyeing techniques and stayed 
with them for several months to 
learn about their designs. 

Tie friendship has given way 
to a partnership and the Crossing 
Cottage Galleries in the village of 
Tod en ham, near Eng l a nd's fa¬ 
mous Stratford-upon-Avon, is 
home base for the mgs. 

Over 200 ancient designs tak en 
from private collections around 
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the world have now been repro¬ 
duced by the exiles. Tibetan rugs 
are very unlike the better known 
decorative Persian or Chinese 
styles. The patterns are inspired 
by nature, folklore and the mysti¬ 
cal symbolism of Tibetan Bud¬ 
dhism, like snow lions, phoenix 
motifs, lotus flowers, peonies, 
dragons and man dal as. 

From the every outset the pro¬ 
cess of production adheres strict¬ 
ly to ancient methods. Wool from 
Tibetan mountain sheep is trans¬ 
ported by yak and mule to low 
land areas where it is washed by 
hand in streams rising in the 
mountains. 

After it is spun by hand the 
wool is then dyed using age-old 
methods and recipes that are indi¬ 
vidual to each of the families in¬ 
volved. Tien it is hand-knotted 
on upright wooden looms with a 
traditional density for about 60 
knots per square inch. 

Alain Rouveure, who exhibits 
and lectures on Tibetan rugs, vis¬ 
its the group each year commis¬ 
sioning and collecting ru^s which 
he sees as a "representation of a 
living tradition which is under 
sever threat owing to the western ; 
market's insatiable appetite for 
oriental rugs." 

The demands of mass produc¬ 
tion have meant that the pride 
and confidence of traditional nig- 
makers in their craftsmanship and 
culture is rapidly being eroded,” 
he said. "Rugs which are easy to' 
produce have, understandably, 
become extremely important to 
the local economy. As a result, a 
new generation of rug-makers Is 
unwilling and increasingly una-*: 
We to work to traditional patterns 
and techniques. 

"My concern is that the West; 
having unwittingly encouraged 
the loss of these designs and 
skills, will lose interest in the 
*11^ rug it has created and, as 
with the Chinese nig so popular 
m the. 1960s and 70s, move on to •' 
corrupt the skills and traditions of> 
another culture." •' 

. There is no doubt that without 
sales and patrons the venture will r 
not survive and the price tags •. 
ranging from £150 to £1,500, are ; 
hardly comparable to: the vain* ■ 

placed on other rugs, of'similar 
■quality.;; •• % \ 

Although increasing interest in ; 

Britain and Europe has helped ;■ 
stave off the; iipmedijite, threat • 
posed tb this tiny, fragile and tia- • 
ditional industry, it is very pa#r.-. 
fcfo that, this uidque art ^forth,. 
could be ldst forever ynthoiit.lh® 
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IBM & Apple: 

A friendship or a hoax? 

THE MEDIA has been quite for some time about the IBM/Apple 
alliance announced in June of last year. This is probably so be¬ 
cause the publicity stunt was over. But Apple and IBM don't seem 
to think so. In fact they're taking it quite seriously. Steps are being 
taken all the time to allow Macintosh and PC computers in the on 
flee to talk to each other a little more easier. 

Only recently, Apple announced that MS-DOS disks can be 


Lion or hardware emulation. 

Tie Orange 386 card provides your Macintosh with 386-bascd 
PC performance. It also comes complete with expansion slots in¬ 
side most modular Macin¬ 
tosh machines. As for 
Insignia's product 
SoftPC, it also ofTers 
full emulation but with¬ 
out any extra hardware. 

That leaves the prob¬ 
lem of file swapping 
which can be handled 
by three features to be 
built into every Macin¬ 
tosh- file translation ca¬ 
pability, MS-DOS 

compatible floppy disk 
drive and Novell Netware compatible networking. 

You can expect to use applications like Lotus 1-2-3, Microsoft 
Word and dBase successfully with the system. The idea at the 
moment is to allow this to work the other way round too. PCs 
should soon be able to accept Macintosh disks. 


which stands for the first letter in the names of the partners who 
set it up. This company is going to be responsible for the develop¬ 
ment of the Power PC. The computer that will lead the world into 
the 21st Century, or something to that effect It is basically a new 
IBM PC with the operating system from Apple and the chips from 
Motorola. Some say the Hidden motive behind it was to blow 
lonopoly of the operating systems market and 
monopoly of the chip markeL 

Early last year we relished the fact that PC and Mac users were 
at each other's throats in a "my-compuier-is-better-lhan-yours" 
fight. Today things look totally different as cooperation is increas¬ 
ing between the makers of the two and contrary to what competi¬ 
tors are saying, this looks like a serious alliance. 

PC arid Mac people got their Tint chance to meet together in an 
IBM show during the IBM 92 show held in Britain recently in 
which Apple had a standi This incident showed the strong ties 
¥id the new found friendship between the two giants of the com¬ 
puter industry. 

At IBM, they say that Apple is still a fierce competitor, but only 
In certain fields. In other fields It's a strong ally and nice to work 
witli. Brings a tear to your eye, doesn't it? ■ 


Logitech's Kidz mouse 
for the Macintosh 

■ LOGITECH INC., internation- Macintosh Oasaic or above. It is 
al market leader in input technol- easy to install and features two 
ogy introduced Kidz Mouse for button "earsjhat act as one but- 
the Macintosh, the first Macro- ton so that children can press ei- 
losh computer peripheral product ther ear ft* desired result. It is de- 
developed specifically for chil- signed to withstand years of 
dreo. ■ ■ “ rough treatment and cames a Ufe- 

, Ergonomically de- tin* wtHarty. It re¬ 
igned to fit smaller ^^B ^ Lo »? cbs ?°. ra " 

bends and look like natment to humanizing 

a friendly : "mouse": ^^B /\^^B ^ computer by pro- 

Kidz Mouse is an viding more natural 

entry level pointingcf human to 
device that makes ft computer education. 

easy and foh ip use a BBHB . Sdlpj** a I*** 1 
computer for homework, games ■ . ■ P™*** 

or- educational software, h .pn>* intosh-coropsuble Kkiz Mouse 
yides the tontiol and precision of has been waitable since July 
J Ripwn'-up mouse in a comfort*- through Loatecfa dealers and dis- 
bloappeahngshapeforchildren. tribute**.. Kidz Mouse is also 

x Kidz Mouse oberatef with available in* PC version. 
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A technical history of computer music 

How it all began 


By Haitham Ibrahim 

Special to The Star 

MUSIC IS certainly not the child 
or today, but has its roots dug 
deep in the ancient history of 
mankind. But to a pair of pre¬ 
historic ears, todays music would 
sound as foreign as a Martian 
folksong. Now doesn't this make 
you wonder? 

Today's technology is a great 
magician that has turned the 
world upside down, and music 
has not escaped its influence. The 
proliferation of music has 
reached its optimum level in the 
past few decades due to tremen¬ 
dous advancements in the fields 
of recording and audio-visual 
communications. 

In my opinion, the biggest rev¬ 
olution in the making of music 
where technology had the deepest 
effect is in the making of musical 
instruments themselves, especial¬ 
ly keyboards. We will try to 
delve into the foreign waters of 
computer and synthesizer music 
in three separate articles. This 
should give you a hasic under¬ 
standing of this exciting subject. 

People were making music and 
musical instruments long before 
they could read or write. The ear¬ 
liest musical instrument was the 
drum, which was later followed 
by simple wind instruments. 
Much lator came strings and 
brass instruments. Keyboards are 
another type of musical instru¬ 


ments, the most famous of which 
is the piano. 

If you want to make music in a 
traditional way, you'd probably 
bring a set of drums and a bunch 
of guitars and start Jammingl 
Well, not any more. You can, 
solely, make up a whole band by 
bringing a computer and a couple 
of synthesizers. 

Synthesizers are essentially 
keyboards with electronic circuit¬ 
ry. They can produce sounds un¬ 
attainable on any other instru¬ 
ments due to their unique 
engineering structure that allows 
you to create your own sounds. 
Don't get very curious, well have 
more to say about that in coming 
articles. 

The synth. can be hooked up to 
a computer, which functions as a 
multi-track recorder here, giving 
astounding musical results and al¬ 
lowing for more personal creative 
edge. But what relevance does all 
of this have when you can bring a 
multitrack deck and record for a 
hundred years? You see, when 
you use a synth., along with a 
computer, you can have more 
control over your music. After 
you play a certain part you can 
edit the notes on the computer 
screen, which is not allowed with 
an ordinary tape deck. 

Also with the introduction of 
the synth., newer styles of music 
have emerged due to the different 
textures of synthesized sounds 
which don't exist in native. It's 
like discovering a new world of 
sonics, which really does give 


you new inspiration. Today's mu¬ 
sic sounds so different from its 
predecessors. Never before did 
we have as many styles, nor did 
we ever have such an enormous 
library to choose from. Technolo¬ 
gy has allowed us to explore new 
musical territory — both in struc¬ 
ture and composition. • 

Modem music was actually in¬ 
vented even before synths. were 
introduced. It goes back to the 
1940s when some black musi¬ 
cians put together electric guitars 
and drums producing R&B 
(rhyihm'n'blues). R&B is the fa¬ 
ther of modem music. Some 
white musicians took R&B In a 
different direction thereby invent¬ 
ing rock'n'roll. 

Things escalated until the mid 
1960s when the first commercial 
analog synth. was introduced. 
The musical revolution hardly be¬ 
gan at the time. Synth, players 
were only considered high-tech 
nerds who don't belong in bands. 
Things started to chance in the 
late 1960s when the urst elec¬ 
tronic pop record was produced 
by Kraftwerk in 1968. They 
showed that knob tweaking can 
yield funky results. 

Hang around next lime as well 
bring the microscope down onto 
how music is made today on 
synths. and computers. Maybe 
you can experience the power of 
technology yourself. ■ 

Haitham Ibrahim Is a member 
of a "The Project" Jordanian 
band. 
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Business 

Report 


Indian chemical 
company won't stop 
shipment to Syria 

B THE Indian manufacturer of a 
chemical that can be used for 
weapons said he could not stop a 
shipment bound for Syria, unless 
there is evidence the product will 
be misused. 

The statement followed reports 
that a 45-ton shipment of a pesti¬ 
cide ingredient exported by Unit¬ 
ed Phosphorous Ltd, had been 
stopped m Cyprus and sent back, 
for fear that Syria would use it to 
make chemical weapons. 

The ingredient, irlmetkyl phos¬ 
phite, is used to make the pesti- 
cide dichloro divinyl phosphate. 
But it also can be used for nerve 
gas. 

United Phosphorous, 8 Bom¬ 
bay-based private firm, has 
signed an agreement to export a 
total of 90 tons of the chemical 
(worth 6 million rupees or 
$200,000) to Setma Ltd. in Da-. 
mascus. 

The first half of the order of 45 
tons reached Damascus on 30 
May 1992, Rajju Shroff, the com¬ 
pany's owner told the Associated 
Press. 

Shroff added he "cannot .stop 
the (second) shipment unless 
some evidence is given to the 
company that Syria is misusing, 
the chemicals." 

He said the chemical was ex¬ 
ported to Syria "only after due ' 
verification and there is no possi¬ 
bility of misuse of the material." 

The second consignment was 
shipped aboard a cargo liner, 
German Senator, on 15 July. The 


ship was stopped from unloading 
in Cyprus, where it was to be 
transferred to a Syria-bound ship¬ 
ment. 

Shroff said an engineer from 
his company Khd visited Syria to 
ascertain whether Scima Ltd. had 
a pesticide plant. He said he had 
obtained an "end use certificate" 
from the Syrian Chamber of 
Commerce, which was attested 
by the Indian Embassy in Damas¬ 
cus. 

The Jerusalem Post reported 
that Israel has supplied the Amer¬ 
icans with the names of several 
companies which liave been sell¬ 
ing the country's self-declared en¬ 
emies with not only knowhow 
and parts, but also heavy machin¬ 
ery and other equipment for the 
production of weapons of mass- 
destruction. 

Turkey soothes 
Syria fears 

■ SYRIA and Turkey have de¬ 
cided to revive joint ministerial 
meetings on water and agricul¬ 
ture. 

During a yisit two weeks ago, 
Mr Hikmet Celin, the Turkish 
foreign minister, reassured Mr 
Farouq Al Shara, his counter-part 
in Damascus, that Turkey would 
continue the supply of water to 
Syria, as under previous agree¬ 
ments. 

Turkey controls the Euphrates 
river and has plans to irrigate 
more than 1 . million hectares 
close to the Syrian border as part 
of its $32 billion Gap project. 

Water, however, is also vital 
for Syrian agriculture, and do¬ 


mestic and industrial supply. 

Under a 1987 protocol, a flow 
of 500 cuhic metres a second, or 
about half the average discharge, 
was guaranteed at the common 
border, while Turkey's $4 billion 
Ataturk dam was under construc¬ 
tion. 

Turkish water officials say Syr¬ 
ia can only use about a third of 
that amount, given saline soils 
and a higher rale of evaporation. 
Even so, Turkey has proposed 
various joint projects, including a 
plan to flood the common border 
to maximize power generation. It 
has also offered to supply power 
to cities in northern Syria. 

Mr Suleyman Dcmirel, Tur- 
ime minister, last month 

a rejected Syrian calls to 
e water. "We do not say 
we should share their oil resourc¬ 
es. They cannot say they should 
share our water resources.” 

However, Mr Cetin's visit 
could pave the way for financial 
assistance for the Gap from 
World Bank and other western 
donors, which have been wary of 
supporting a project under dis¬ 
pute. Co-operation will be further 
enhanced by a decision to revive 
the joint agriculture and water 
meetings. 

Iran seeking 
nuclear power 

■ IRAN said recently that it was 
conducting talks with China and 
"some other interested countries," 
believed to be Russia, North and 
South Korea, about the construc¬ 
tion of an undisclosed number of 
nuclear power stations. The Inde¬ 
pendent revealed, 

A deputy director of the Iranian 
Atomic Energy organization 'in 
Tehran criticized Germany for its 
"deliberate failure to respect its 
engagements” in respect of a 
$700-million nuclear power sta¬ 
tion started in the Iranian port of 
Bushir by German companies un¬ 
der the Shah and bombed out by 
Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war. 
Bonn has refused to rebuild the 
plant according to original plans. 
North Korea is already helping 
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US marines leap out of a helicopter during military exercises 
at a Kuwait airbase close to the Iraqi border. The war games 
continued as The New York Times reported that the Allied 
powers may launch an attack against Iraq to boost President 
Bush *s chances of winning the November presidential elec¬ 
tions i 


Tehran with atomic research for 
military purposes and Russia is 
believed to have offered Iran its 
own nuclear technology. The 
depuLy director rejected the West¬ 
ern and Israeli accusations that 
Iran was building a nuclear in¬ 
dustry for military purposes. 

China leans on 
Israel to drop 
Taiwan jet deal 

■ CHINA is putting pressure on 
the Israeli government not to go 
ahead with a proposal to sell 40 
Kfir fighter aircraft to Taiwan, a 
deal which could be worth $400 
million to Israel Aircraft Indus¬ 
tries (IAI), the country's main 
arms-maker. 

Israel's Prime Minister Mr Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin has become involved 
in intense discussion within his 
cabinet over the issue. It pitches 
Israel's newly-forged diplomatic 
relations with Beijing against an 
important contract for the biggest 
state-owned company, which is 
* snuggling to restore profit mar¬ 
gins after lapsing into losses In 
the late 1980s. 

IAI has refused to comment on 
the deal, but is known to have 
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been in discussion with Taiwan 
about the Kfir sale for some tirag. 
Although a relatively old aircraft, 
IAI has the advanced avionic and 
weapons technology to make an 
up-to-date version of the Kfir, 
.originally a copy of the French 
Mirage. 

China only opened diplomat re¬ 
lations with Israel earlier this 
year. Israeli officials are con¬ 
cerned that going ahead with the 
Kfir deal could jeopardize lucra¬ 
tive trade prospects in China, 
which it began to nurture before 
official ties were completed. 

The agreements establishing 
diplomatic links included Israeli 
signature on a document which in 
effect acknowledged that Taiwan 
was a province of China, not'an 
independent state. 

But supporters of the Kfir sale 
argue that other countries have 
sold weapons to Taiwan without 
damaging their trade with China. 
The final decision will rest with ; 
Mr Rabin. 

North American , 
trade pact may hurt 
Israeli firms 

■ THE free trade agreement 
reached between the US, Mexico 
and Canada may have a dampen¬ 
ing effect on Israeli exports to the 
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Israel, Israeli officials fear. 

"The agreement will mean slitt¬ 
er competition for Israeli export^ 
to the US, especially those that 
are based on cheap labor, such as 
textiles, clothing and shoes," 
ed Zohar Peri, director of Israel’s 
ministry OF industry and trades 
foreign trade administration. - 
. Israel has had a free-trade 
agreement with the US .since 
1985.. Every similar agreement 
signed by the US mikes this 
agreement somewhat less power; 
fill, Peri explained. 

■ Ip addition, any resulting m- B 
crease iii exports q'f US products, 
to Mexico;.,and. Canada, stiign 1 


products due to piles of origin. 
Mexicans and Canadians may not 
be willing to recognize Me P[°V * 
uct as "Made in ySA/'.if .fM* 
are Israeli parts included, ran 
added; : '. ; ':. ■ : ,X 
, A similar problem may resujHi 
many US manufacturersmdySJO 
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them to use Israeli purls. 

Peri also noted that US ®Sjj5 
merit In Mexico is; 
crease,’at the expense puinyvR 
merit i in ! other 1 countries -rj 
including Israel, , 
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By Sajid Rizvi 
Special to Tlie Star 

THE COLD War’s end was wel¬ 
comed all around because it set 
free, like the doves on a festive 
(jay,' nationalities that had been 
shackled by a succession of ty¬ 
rannical regimes. New republics 
sprouted in this spring of restored 
freedom, albeit amid recrudes¬ 
cence of old wounds, but ihe 
overall message was one of opti¬ 
mism and recovery. It is the irony 
of all ironies then to see Bosnia- 
Heraegovina sinking into virtual 
oblivion while all of Europe, all 
of the world community, sits on 
the fence, feet dangling. 

Is Bosnia to be the first of the 
new slates to disappear from the 
new European map? It seems so. 
In their public pronouncements, 
Bosnian leaders seem convinced 
that the Serbian objective re¬ 
mains to sweep across Sarajevo 
and the last remaining strong¬ 
holds of Muslim Slavs. 

"Bosnia may be swamped, fin¬ 
ished, within a few weeks,” a 
Bosnian official was quoted as 
saying. "It would then be in Ser¬ 
bia's interest to talk peace.” 

Sheikh Salih Colakovlc, the 
Qrand ■ Mufti of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina who visited London 
recently, told this writer he be¬ 
lieved the Serbians were deter¬ 
minedly on the path of erasing 
the culture and political entity of 
the state. Both the United Nations 
and UNESCO have been plied 
with detailed accounts of the sys¬ 
tematic destruction of Bosnia's 
architectural and cultural legacy. 
What do we hear in the world 
media? Next to nothing. 

The immediate issues therefore 
are; what can be salvaged from 
the mounting rubble of the war in 
Bosnia and whether any agency 
equipped to do so will come for¬ 
ward? If the European response 
to the most urgent of Bosnia's ne¬ 
cessities. i.e. saving lives of the 
innocent fleeing the war, Is any 
indication, the outlook for a com¬ 
prehensive rescue of Bosnia as a 
nation-state must be seen to be 
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The shame of Europe 

A nation sinks 

Bosnia 
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Muslim and Croatian prisoners in a Serbian war camp 


very dim. 

We can forget about the gutted 
museums and libraries, the dese¬ 
crated cemeteries and the flat¬ 
tened mosques. But the refugees? 
So far, European governments 
seem unable to find a coherent 
answer. In seeking primarily to 
delay concrete action European 
governments have come up with 
novel solutions. No proposal has 
met with stronger condemnation 


than Britain's idea that Bosnia's 
refugees should remain, confined 
within the borders of (he former 
Yugoslavia. 

Al first glance, the idea seems' 
reasonable enough. The former 
Yugoslavia is a large territory, 
greater in land mass than the for¬ 
mer West Germany, and there 
should be plenty of room for an 
estimated 2 million on the march. 

Hie problem is: Yugoslavia 


lives only in diplomats' dreams. 
The carve-up of the country is 
complete, and getting more com¬ 
plex each passing day. Of the 
Bosnian republic that lives in¬ 
creasingly in name only, nearly 
three-fourths is in Serbian control 
and Lhe rest within range Of Ser¬ 
bian weapons. Assuming any 
Bosnians cross the various front¬ 
lines safely the choice of sanctu¬ 
aries available to the survivors is 
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limited. 

Neighboring Croatia, itself in 
two minds about the viability of 
Bosnia, has sheltered more than 
600,000 people and now faces ec¬ 
onomic ruin. Macedonia and Slo¬ 
venia are Finding it difficult to 
support native populations. Mon¬ 
tenegro remains, for most Bosni¬ 
ans, about as hostile as Serbia. 

Of the other east European 
neighbors, Hungary is the only 
one to have opened its doors but 
may not keep them open for long. 
The influx of refugees there al¬ 
ready exceeds 100,000 and Hun¬ 
gary simply doesn't have the re¬ 
sources 

The only viable solution, there¬ 
fore, is temporary shelter for the 
refugees in other parts of Europe. 
And that's what has been happen¬ 
ing. Germany has taken in more 
than 200,000 refugees, many of 
them through Croatia, and Aus¬ 
tria, Sweden, the Netherlands, 
France and Spain will follow suit. 

The numbers to be accepted by 
these rich host nations in the 
West still fall far short of the 
numbers in need of relocation to 
safety. But the temporary shelter 
will give at least some of Ihe sur¬ 
vivors a second chance in life. 

Will the republic of Bosnia 
Herzegovina get a second 
chance? This seems increasingly 
in doubt. The relocation of Bosni¬ 
ans to temporary shelters outside 
the war zone, after all, fits in with 
Serbian designs — first the 'eth¬ 
nic cleansing 1 and then territorial 
conquest. 

It is precisely because of this 
added dimension that what seems 
to be a near resolution of the Bos¬ 
nian refugee crisis should not be 
seen In that light at all. 

The Europeans may have been 
shamed into offering sanctuaries 
to their Muslim brethren, but they 
are still miles away from address¬ 
ing the real issues. Will the Serbi¬ 
ans give them enough time? ■ 

Sajid Rizvi Is the managing edi¬ 
tor of Academic File, 


In the BCCI's Shadow — Britain's frustrated Asians 


w. By Gareth Geyans 

BIRMINGHAM, England — 
More than a year after the forced 
cjpaire of the Bank of Credit and 
wwiioerce.International in Brit-. 

jhc long shadow cast by the 
Mrtks sudden demise continues 
% haunt Asians worst hit by its 
collapse, 

Sri deep are the undercurrents 
or,frustration and bitterness that 
almost every Other issue — from 
unemployment to racism to the 
““man Rushdie affair — has 
jjccnrelegated to a secondary po-, 

Despite the high priority that 
BCCi aftermath occupies in 
we A^ian community; its effects 
•now Utile sign of being dispelled 
JfRJH hi fact, according to Asian 
JJjJjnew sources, many' Aslan! 
JhwChanu knd traders are finding 
being closed on them, 
„JThe BCCI has left thousands 


has tarred with the spme 
i Mid one trader In this ma- 


JJf center, of Asian 1 enterprise* 
•^requested juwnymity»"lt has 

iKt -Nf Crisis of confi-, 

f^jja t wee n : British financial ' 
particularly 1 high 
and the Asian com- j. 

V^nie.British government is do-; 

and l doubt 
jSW U wm," Whai Asians see 
"Inaction" has' 


expressed by' many Asians but 
never substantiated, that the 
BCCI closure was a "device to 
get us." 

While thousands of Asians are 
said to feel that they may never 
recover from the shock of losing 
assets and cash in the wake of the 
BCCI's collapse, others are find¬ 
ing it hard to start up new busi¬ 
nesses. 

"Suddenly Asian entrepreneurs 
arc being asked more questions 
than normal practice calls for," 
said one merchant who recently 
had a gruelling session at a Bar¬ 
clays Bank branch. 

'The bigger the bank oh the 
high street, the more bloody 
minded it Is going to be towards 
Asian entrepreneurs." 

The merchant, with proven liq¬ 
uid assets of more than a million 
pounds, said he found the attitude 
of the bank officials during the 
interview "humiliating, to say the 
least. And all I wanted was tc? 
talk about opening a business ac¬ 
count with an overdraft facility ( ", 

Paul Nischall, * leading mem¬ 
ber of Birmingham’s Institute of 
Asian Businesses and 1 owner or 
Forward Estates, an estate agency 
in the city, recently 1 acknowl¬ 
edged that "many Asians are haw 
Sgi difficulty'in getting loans 
from tlie four main clearing 


from ; the four main deariuj 
hapks following the coljaps? oi 

. BcciAVsr; :,v, & "A i 


the British banks' behavior al¬ 
ready is having a knock-on effect 
with Aslan banks ironically emu¬ 
lating the British examples. "As 
if the British banks' high¬ 
handedness were not bad enough. 
Asian banks are aping them, too, 
saying they want to stay on 'the 
safe side.'" . 

Banks from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh all have toughened 
their administrative procedures, 
to the frustration and annoyance 
of Asian businessmen. The Indi¬ 
an government began to tighten 
administrative.procedures in the 
aftermath of the share purchase 
: scandal centered on the Reserve 
Bank of India. This was Made 
worse by a series of bad loans 
abroad, some-of-them in Britain. : 

Three m^Jor Indian banks, the 
Stele Bank of India, the Bank of 
India and the Sank of Baroda 
have extensive independent oper¬ 
ations in Britain. Because all 
' three compete for essentially, the. 
■same markei amongst the Indian ; 
community, they were unusually 
responsive in the 'past to the 
; needs of Indian business. ,But, the 
BCCI Affair, plus aftershocks 
from financial scandals in India, 

, have, led to ohanges for - the' 

■;-W0raC}. V. •. 

> Pakistanivbdttks -sirntlgrly, are; 
^gfotng;'^> ',umisual 'length*: tb’ 
pipve ihey are good ana differ: 
t'-jrti.-iind: making a hash of things 1 

' i.' iV. nmMUt. .ddtft ATV pfllflltA* 


ni businessman. 

"So palpable is the dread of be¬ 
ing branded with the stigma of a 
BCCI-style behavior that some 
executive 1 know have simply 
slopped doing anything at .all," he 
added. "They are ip virtual paral¬ 
ysis, and a pain to work with." 

The attempt to . distance from 
the BCCI and to undo the dam¬ 
age caused by the bank’s collapse 
has taken many forins. The Bank 
. of India, for example, has been 
paying out money to depositors 
; who lost their fonds id BCCI ac- 
' counts. 

This, has been welcomed as a 
, positive development, but Indian 
: banking experts point out,, it has 
also strengthened the Indian gov¬ 
ernment's argument for greater 
control on banks. Already, the In- 
' dian banks are some of the most 
tightly controlled banks ;in the 
,,world. • 1 v:." 

This would be considered an 
advantage, ; say the experts,, but 
for'the fact that the Indian brinks 
Ving system Is also fraught with 
' Many pnti4tiated practices which 
. offer loopholes for fraudsters. So, 
while Indian hariks remain pteoc- 
cupied with domestic problems 
; and damage-control 'i exercises. 

they are umlkely tb'Cpme to the 
;[ aid of distressed Asian business- 
men in Brttalhfiri'an^signiffcant 

way. : r >• '5 " V f- 

**. Bui /Asitm 1 businessmen, r .esper 

' rfithi thAe#* lvith'lirintif t* anf 


unlikely to sit idle. As one promi- 
ad of be- nent retail company owner put H, 
gma of a "The British and Asian banks 
rat some have to realize that it is* after all, 

* simply the Uiyeris market. Businessmen 
it all," he who have, nothing to hide and 
jai para!- healthy bank accounts will go 
with." ' where the terms art the best 
ice from "In the new European ertviron- 
the dam- ment,” he said, "there is no short- 

collapse age of banks who'd welcome you 
lie Bank with open arms." Most Asians in 
has been business are British citizens who 
epositors say they would rather do business 
3CCI ac- with German or French banks 
"than be treated like dirt by these 
ned as a banks here." 
lit Indian The banks which have received 
ut». it has . the.most scathing Asian-criticism 
lian gov- 1 for their unreasonable behavior 
r greater arp also the biggest in Briuin — 
y,theta- ■ Barclays, National Westminster,■ 
the most - Lloyds and Midland, 
s' in. the As Asian businessmen increas¬ 
ingly travel outward to seek new 
dereid an /markets in North America and 
rcrts, but Europe, they are becoming aware 
an benk^ ' of the difference ill. service they 
ight with receive at home and from bank* 

ea which abroad. : 1 ; 

sters. So, , So, thousands of Asian busl- 
linpteoc- nessn^n: face .what they see as 
problems • avoidable hardship, many predict 
Mccrcises, a backlash .that Will leave high, 
he to the street banks'in Britain, smarting, 
business-., or prod them .into mending th?ir 

en. espe^: ^ (riii’etfa Blviiiu U a writeri |>a^d' 

ixftptK uha ! In ntrmtnohnin 
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Iraq in the US elections 

PRESIDENTCEORGE Bush is in trouble. He is fighting for his ~Mi.i^.i 
sm-ivs^ and that of the Republican party. He badly n^eds a reason reK 
Democratic candidate Bill Clinton's speeding campaign train and he be- 
J?® 8 Saddam Hussein is going to give him that reasoa Well he's 
1 ™i ever the American voters are thinking about today it certainly 

“^Gulf and the "bully of Baghdad" any more. We Wild, Sse 

^I 0uld failin 8 Ws biggest test as president if he is unable to 
JEKJ*i al 1^ S P^ 1 ® wam * American politics is complex and the issues in 
™ « real as the unemployment to iroSS 

arTaohifhSritffh^ ^ m ? ncas “L ban cenlers - ** small businesses m 

1051 ■** -- ° f 

»!.»l^. , SU?!S, b "lSS l ' l » “ imM * - 

other' ""T"* 1 In American elections more than any 

eve^ei^it yl^ W havet0 put up with for a" 0 * 6 ' or 

tre H rf .Ifnfhil * his ' ?* also have a direct interest in keeping away the snec- 

£sEsHHW^*a£fcS 5 

Bush ‘ * hUe a PP easin g Jewish voters at home, broke the back 
Wjfca it was picking up meaningful momentum k 
nen f° US pres,dent 081,8 U P ghosts of the Gulf War and brines 

sSSSSSSps^ss&es 

The excuse for the latest British, American and French threat m Iran r.n 
looccupy arnMal high pound. Its dlsmal failureIs Wedf^arZS 

Aon and destitution: rftls . time :£^i?^oth« ^^i- odletti,,g ' P”* 1 - 
term in office fo* Mr Bush, But unllk^Se^wS^ ^ 8 sec M 
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Letter from Washington 

Why Americans don't want 
to give Bush a second term 

By Jenab Tutunji George Bush did during his preside 

AS THE 35th Republican National Con- disapprove*of his currmf SliM^f S' 1 * 

snzS’iK^i jaasy-’-SSiS 

election did not look too good. The United 

Slates is grappling with hard economic Bush and Iran 

times, with no end in sight, yet Mr Bush M 

has no credible agenda to lead the country President Bush is ready to resume * 

out of the recession: he lacks vision and tough policy with Iraq. A front pace nJK 
Amencans are wondering what he plans to by Patrick Tyler in the New York Ti^» 
dowuh anotherterrninomce. lastSunday lo theeffect t^t ihe B J^ 

J 0601 of adul1 Americans ap- ministration had decided to provoke a 
wove of Mr Bush's handlin', of Ih.__- AiwmIm 7l^ lo provoke a con- 
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pv. auuii rtmencans ap- ministration nad decided to DrovnWe 9 
prove of Mr Bush's handling of the econo- fronlatidn with iS goverTm of Z 
my (a tie with Jimmy Carter’s nadir rat- over access lo the Minim™ 
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my (a be with Jimmy Carter’s nadir rat¬ 
ings.) "Hie middle class is largely alienated, 
particularly the "middle income” group 
earning between $30,000 and 
8 year), who are leaning towards 
Bill Clmton, the Democratic nominee, be¬ 
cause they perceive George Bush as the 

nonrii^ntA iLa '-L /\i ■ . _ 
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over access lo the Ministry of Military In- 
dustnahzauon, timed to coincide with ihc. 
openmg of die Republican convention, 
was quickly denied by an irate President 
Bush. It appears likely that Mr Tyler's 
sources were right, particularly as mwt 
ups to the UN inspection team that lead to 


~ a~a . * as me up» w me urN inspection team that lend m 

l!?- n w m , 0bvio V sl y*Rea- searches come from US sources/The pub 
m and Bush trickle down theory: lower- licity generated by the New York Tlmuu. 

ihff IE*® tt ** n< ? m the “Pe^ 0 * 1 ticie appears to have forced the administra- 
S“ nf y *li mvesl lhc surplus liquidity in tion to rethink its Iraq policy in toe fare of 
US economy, creating jobs, has not warnings by Democratic leaders nm m 

Selctass^Vfdrie?” ° n ** mid " play P° li£ics withthenali ° n ' s forcign%l? 
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mg, which is an important cause of the re¬ 
cession. 

People are weary of Republican adminis¬ 
trations that have hiked up the national 
debt to heights unprecedented since WWII 
asa percentage of the Gross National 
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nave had second thoughts and has decided 
to salvage its reputation in this connection. 

But this does not mean that the Bush ad¬ 
ministration has backed down from a con¬ 
frontation with Iraq, it has merely post¬ 
poned it. We shall probably see less 

nVTWfflru in thn An.... J ___ 


—* v ., VJiUsa national ponea it. we snail probably see less 
P 01 '- *e future and a more op 

RwinriiA^Sf f ^ whM to door 10 avowal of the desire to protect Shiite 

swindlers of every sort to loot the Savings rebels in the south of Iraq as a wav to un* 

of^ome 1 members "nf 'r' h “* “ nniv “ ce d 1 f rmine President Saddtoi Hussein? SS- 
die Sl swe “! g ■ ? ont y- re P° r « speak of a change of 

rf (S teanSlhL ?' mo 't n T bean 'u*e Bush Administration towards 

fcncTsiSriW. ^ de- the Shi'ite rebellion for this reason. Hie 

SumdSsLw , h . 8ful bld 10 US - Bntain md ftmee have agreed lo 

, • ■ “**“ a " no fl y “>"e" south of the 32nd 

creditforftfdJSi ^ ?'“t!" ng P ar ® llel J ln *req. where no fixed-wing air- 

-jn .. . *e.of the Soviet em- craft and helicr^ilers belonging to Iraq will 

be allowed to operate. The US has all the 


. M 7. -vv-wiav Ui OUVId em- 

rato Qm M? RSwhirft 81 ^ 5" “T to °P erate - The US has all the 

Starh/S ^fvTno S" 1 *™ IS eva P°: f 01 ®?. 1 " P ,ace »shoot down Iraqi aircraft 
2S * exclusion .zone,. Tncludlng 


•i ° uic jsame approval 

rabng, in retrospect, as Mr Carter). 

Women are also alienated from the party 

over the abortion issue. The party platform 
nas declared implacable opposition to 
abortion, whereas 70 per cent of Republi¬ 
can women are in favor of a woman's right 
to choose. In fact, the convention approved 
a plank calling for an amendment to the 
constitution that would ban abortion. The 


AWACS aircraft in Saudi Arabia and car¬ 
rier and land based strike aircraft in the 
Gulf. 

The US could invoke the cease-fire 
agreement to justify banning the use of 
combat aircraft by Iraq, but that would be 
hypocritical, as the justification for such 
provisions was the desire lo protect US, 
Bnush and French servicemen, not Iraqi 


Coalition for ChrZZ v:;" T, .^ Dllcai ? 10 addition, Gen. Norman 

in power have “f 0 Schwarzkopf expressly allowed Iraq to fly 

.l. «w won a short-term battle, but heiiconters m *h<> <.*,/< n r ...» ti,« i inir. 


i iic men 

in power have won a short-term battle, but 
the ultimate battle —- the November elec¬ 
tion is still ahead. 

Mr Bush appears to want thtno« tn tin An 


cording tq the latestWw York Times/ChS 
jx>ll, 92 per cent of those questioned said 


r —“"'I'* VAJIIMBIJT AIIUWCU 1104 H/i*/ 

helicopters at the end of the war. The Unit¬ 
ed States did not object when Iraq started 
flying fixed-wing aircraft in April followr 
mg ah Iranian air strike on an anti-Tehran 
guerrilla base in Iraq. 

On July 22, the Baghdad government 
used fixed-wing aircraft against Shi'ite 
rebel, positions for the first time. Now 

_L -!■ l. x... 


said th^thoujdn thinw wrariri mJ” i, 0nly 5W P° siU< »i« for the first Ume. Now 
if Barit 7 were^eie^j ,^ Vashl " 8ton believe s a large-scale opera- 

centbSieve that eWtino ^ tJOn UBn g-*nnor and aircraft is imminent 

^dZfr?alS4 e g &ml “ W, “ UBujnsUh?Shi’ite,. 

Of course the tnihltpitw .«» Th® Bu «h Administration has recourse t6 

convention ’itsel? is the 1 a r more honest justification for the creation 

^ E W? 8 of a "no-fly zone” in southern Iraq, howev- 

Sown U4hetS,'toS”- 0 !?!' «' D lh ^52 Securit y Council Resolution 
this'is not expected in *«««, 55“%. f 88, which forbids the Iraqi govemmeru 

hereaiiiiDd nnUf j ^ 17 . from toeing action to repress its citizens by, 


pwerliage Somt lead th«i r.«v l U 1 • lrom ““g acUon to repress its ciuzdns by; 
h^^esidenl whose ^Jjoion has. aqy means. This Is a more moral position, 

dipped as low as Mr SS?h™!! n i? 8 h8VC : ^ danger incumcd, of course. Is that with 
b«n>eSS WhS hav6 ha8 ever ^thor zone of this nature already cstab- ; 

interesting«swina in !th«:. 

.puWic mood concerns the 


■ ., 7 • usnea in the north to protect the .Ktiras, 
,ip* 2?® Iraq ..risks bejrig partitioned into three, 

ilfWdr.iThoseJ z&oes.ii , ■ 
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The Arabs today 

Outsiders in a modern world 


By Dr Abdel-Qader Yassine 

ANYONE WHO has had much to do with 
the Arab world over a long period has ob¬ 
served the everwidening gap, which has 
opened over the last 40 years between the 
"turath" — what Arabs today refer to as 
the legacy of the great Islamic religious 
and cultural tradition (from which Europe 
once learned so much) — and ”hadatha" 
(modernity). 

It was this modernity, or a somewhat 
naive view of it, which earned the day 
when, following World War n, the young 
Arab sLates were gradually released from 
the colonial and post-colonial dominance 
of the European powers. 

Socialism and central planning were 
seen as essential attributes and urgent ne¬ 
cessity for progress. It was also important 
to acquire modem weaponry to counter 
the growing military might of the then 
newly created Israel. 

Parties like the Ba'ath molded pan-Arab 
nationalism and.progress into their own 
ideology, arguing that, like the Germans 
or Italians, the Arab people would realize 
their full potential as a single great nation. 

Charismatic leaders, notably Jamal Ab¬ 
dul Nasser, who nationalized the Suez Ca¬ 
nal, personified these ideals and appealed 
more directly to the Arab masses. Howev¬ 
er, those leaders were personally affected 
by humiliating defeats like the June 1967 
war. 

The 1967 defeat was to become a wa¬ 
tershed in the Arab world. It shook the 
naive belief socialism as a model for 
progress. The shock was compounded by 
the failure of Nasser's economic policies 
even before the June 1967 war. 

Pan-Arabism had also suffered grave 
setbacks due to revolutionary Iraq's refu¬ 
sal to join the United Arab Republic (a 
short-lived merger of Egypt and Syria — 
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1958 - 61), Syria's subsequent withdrawal 
from the union, and the civil war in 
Yemen. 

By that time many Arabs came to be¬ 
lieve that progress itself, especially 
through the Socialist model, was an im¬ 
ported concept alien to their culture and 
accused Abdul Nasser of ignoring Islam. 
Indeed, Nasser persecuted his political ri¬ 
vals, especially among the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood. 

After taking power in Libya in Septem¬ 
ber 1969, Colonel Mu'ammar Qadhafi de¬ 
clared that he would follow Nasser's poli¬ 
cies except in Islamic matters. Eventually, 
however, he too came into conflict with 
the representatives of political Islam when 
he tried to promulgate his own interpreta¬ 
tion of the religion. 

A phase of grouping for a new orienta¬ 


tion then set in. Some leaders of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, which was founded in 
1928, had already come to believe- that 
only an Islamic state — adhering strictly to 
the rules of the Shari'a — could return 
power and honour u> the Muslim world. 

The struggle against the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion of Palestine also played a major role 
in shaping the political culture of the re¬ 
gion. Taking as their model the raging war 
m Vietnam, many Arabs believed the pop¬ 
ular war against Israel would bring the en¬ 
tire Arab nation together. 

The hope of forging a united Arab front 
against Israel, however, was shattered by 
the flaring up of internal conflicts. 

Factions of the Palestine Liberation Or¬ 
ganization clashed with the Jordanian au¬ 
thorities in 1970 and was forced out of the 
Kingdom. 

^The organization then moved lo Lebanon 
^ , , where it became party to that country's civ- 

/ )/? tliYM 1 VI tf} /IIJ/l amir# C 11 war . which broke out in the mid 1970s, 

LOL/ VO V IStl tv Vf VViy Cf I/vLvsl f / VVt C iJ and was accused of forming a "state within 

1 a state." The division was further manifest- 

xT A i„ An ed when Egypt’s late president Anwar A1 

By Daniel Nelson Sadat signed a separate peace treaty with 
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AFRICA'S VICTORY in securing "Earth Summit" support for the negotiation of a deser- g y beginning of the 1980s the Arab 

I fr C ?\? Vent i? n yi ? ^ i e san ?'. ' . . world had become a region without a cen- 

Even if the next session of the UN General Assembly supports the recommendation ter> 

agreed at the UN Conference on Environment and Development and gives the go-ahead This was also the decade of bloody Inter- 
for the drawing up of an agreement, the evident reluctance of Northern governments puts Arab and inter-regional duels 1 between the 

a dampener on the prospects. _ Ba'athist regime in Syria and the Muslim 

Comments the pnvate-subscnpnon publication Africa Confidential : The desertifica- Brothers, which ended in September 1982 

tion initiative lacks enthusiastic international support and still could get lost in a bureau- the’storming of Hammah by special 
•' .cratic morass." - , Syrian troops. *^7 

■ Both the US and the European Community appeared to support a convention — which with this brief review of the political 

was Africa’s main demand at the summit — only as a bargaining chip in their moves to search for a place in today's world In mind, 

obtain a forests agreement. Indeed, desertification had to be forced onto the agenda by wa5 the entire Arab world not barking'up 

• concerted African action after it had been almost completely overlooked during pre- the wrong tree by adopting foreign models 

summit preparatory meetings. ■ .. . , of development in the name of progress? 

. Washington says that land degradation — which is what desertification is increasingly ^ the process of emulating western norms 
being called —- is best dealt with through national policies and actions rather than through wa ys, we have imported, along with 
an all-embracing international approach. ' weapons systems, the values of these cul- 

rhe precedent for action on desertification is not good: the existing Plan of Action,, turns from cosmetics to latest fashions,. 

agreed in 1977 and supervised by the UN Environment Program, has collapsed through from universities to TV films, from mbd- 

. lack of funds. The specter is raised again in the wording of the. Rip text which talks cau- em ah to comic strips. 

. hously about additional resources "that may become available." . In the present cultural vacuum that Is ev-: 

' P. Darmhofer deputy director of desertification activities at UNEP, confirms; "We are • ident in the Arab world today, a res urgency 

■' ve jy worried about lack of funds." of Islamic values is 'hiking place. Islarp - 

' But he suggests that "if governments and people in affected countries show that they once again is presenting itself as a home- 

: taxp it seriously, donor countries are more likely to come up with money." In the past, grown political and cultural model. from 

. some governments had merely paid lip-service to the issue. 1 which the 1 Arabs can draw iruq strength to 

■ Any aigrecmerii would also have to be constructed to withstand the bureaucratic tussles.. deal with other cultures and —- most im- 

/■ turf that - still dog the United iNaiions: UNEP,., the UN Sudano-Sahelian Office 1 ., porlanlly—-rthe challenges to their .exist- 
•? tUNSO - which, expects to.play a bigger role than in the.previous international program), . tenca This call for,political Islam is being 

UN Development Program, the World Bank, and the regional UN bodies are.among furthered . by fundamentalist •; groupS 
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and iriffle m'.i enrrvRntion wheh thfiV. 
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at the lnter-Agency Working Group on Desertification in Vienna next September. ■: eVeiy country.in the'rejjoit. ; .;' T- 
, Trrc Rio text further complicates the situation, by muddling drought and deserupcation, , The fundamentalist movement ih the 
i Which are- two entirely separate phenomena, If care is not takpn, convention negotiations Arab world ■ ■ was given enormous boost 
could be shifted towards drought relief and away from desertification, the definition of when Ayatollnb Ruhollah Khomeini drove 


v.?w million people affected.byi land degradation in pryland areas. Says JirmSkoupy, sen- self as theicenter.of a new /slq/nic interna* 

J |? ,ol 5 c ? r i" jUNEP*? desertification programme: "Ii malceS no difference what youcalljt, Honale, and iried tpiftmctipn as suchi Teh- 
. but what you do with this nroblem. ff we don't invest now to control land degradation,'in : :ra p provided : .sutnXMl'' iwlcf.,' and- 


^ aesemticauon programme: .it 

• mjt >yhat you do. with this problem, u we cfon't invest notf.to cpntTOl land degradation^jn : :ra n provided : injippdrt,‘iadvicearid 
r iu or 2U years we will peed three times as much money, because ft is gomg.bn; repidljr reinforcemtqi to the extremist supporters 
M dtere is no commitment to stopping it or even keeping it under control. V i ; ' - j2x '. 6f Political'Islam, and at the sqme time 
- ' .?■; 7 . :* BANOS paid greater attention to their moderate ri- 
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vals, who were likewise striving for a po¬ 
litical Islamic state but without recourse to 
violent revolution. 

In order lo weaken the extremists, Arab 
governments began supporting the moder¬ 
ates, and Saudi oil money, magnified by 
the oil price hikes of 1973 and 1980, was 
placed at their disposal in generous quanti¬ 
ties. 

With the dividing line between them of¬ 
ten blurred, both the radical and revolu¬ 
tionary elements, and their moderate rivals 
advocated a return to the mythic times 
when the Prophet walked the earth and set 
out for all time the rules of life which were 
to guide the Ummah. The Islamists were 
never disturbed by the fact that, in reality, 
the ccnturies-old body of sacred law is 
based on a particular interpretation of the 
Quran and Ifadith, undertaken by scholars 
two centuries after the death of the Prophet 
and naturally reflecting that era's society 
and its comprehension of Prophet Muham¬ 
mad's legacy. 

Their blindness may be largely ex¬ 
plained by their passionate need for suc¬ 
cess. The ineluctable drive to triumph 
somehow; to finally show the world that 
the Arabs are capable of meeting the chal¬ 
lenge of the West (and of Israel), may cer¬ 
tainly be traced back to Western colonial¬ 
ism. of this region and its humiliating 
chapters. But the urge to succeed also has 
a religious root. God said to the Muslims: 
"Ye are the best community that has been 
raised up for mankind. Ye enjoy right con¬ 
duct and forbid indecency; and ye believe 
in Allah." (Quran, Sura III: 110), and that 
constitutes a serious obligation to those 
who take their religion seriously. 

But even after the withdrawal of the co¬ 
lonial armies, the desperately desired suc¬ 
cess did not materialize, despite its relig¬ 
ious urgency. And the longer it was denied 
them, the more passionately the Arabs 
longed for it. That is why they cheered 
Nasser when he appeared to have humiliat¬ 
ed the British and French in 1956, and 
when he merged Egypt and Syria. That is 
why Arab masses idolized the Palestinian 
stmggle against Israel and that is also why, 
more recently, they saw Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein as a hero and a liberator 
who would turn the Arab world inside out, 
as unlikely as that was. 

And it is out of the same desperate need 
for success and salvation that many are 
now inclined to allow the Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists, who proclaim an even more 
unlikely prophecy: "Follow the law of God 
exactly, as we and the 9th century scholars 
interpret it for you, and everything will fi¬ 
nally come right." 

For the past two centuries, and to a 
growing extent today, the Arabs have had 
the sense of being outsiders in the modem 
world. They see the light inside, their nos¬ 
es are pressed against the glass, but they 
are helpless, they cannot find the doorknob 
in order to enter. Initially, the glass against 

• .'which they pressed so yearningly seemed 
to be that of colonialism and worldwide 
imperialism which exploited them and left 
them under the false impression that they 

• were now independent states. 

Later it gradually became dear that 
there were, also internal forces at work In 
the Arab world barring their access to the 
house of the modern, essentially Western 
world. These included, feudalism, the suf¬ 
focating bonds of family, clan and religion 
which inhibited individual initiative. 

<. Women naturally felt more oppressed than 
. men, and.on era of.dictatorships persecut¬ 
ed scholars, thinkers and political activists. 
Oppression at home ana military adven¬ 
tures abroad created social, economic and . 
political imbalances; the effects of which 
, : the .Arabs ire still dealing with today. 

, Now the masses are clinging to political 
. Islam with'the hope that it. could offer so- 


lu ivuaj B buui^iCA uuuia 

. how caniWe create a relatiohship 
our cultural legacy, whatever if may be, 
, and jhe Arabs' of today living In today's 
world?’: ;\/. •'7 - ■ 

Shell* relationship would requiregreUl- 
" er b^pective ar|d -thus the possibility of 
seeing theVpast as past; ana looking jl 
. squarely ^in [4hjeveye t instead of throwing 
Ir.ii ,orie«lfd>tinaiy into'its-’aimsi outi of ihe 


I Dr AWfl ; 4)ftd er Yassine ; ji ah : Arab 
scholar ttvmg In'Europe. 
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Section frangaise du Star 


Cooperation 



La Jordanie importe 
la musique fran9aise 

Une flfltiste et un compositeur francais au service de la musique jordanienne! Objectif: 
aider le Conservatoire National (Fondation Noor A! Hussein) h prendre de la hauteur 


AU FOND d'une salle du Con¬ 
servatoire National de Musique 
Jordanien, Juliette Hurel. et 
Agnds Bashir sont en pleine rdp- 
dution, C'est. la rencontre ma- 
gique entre deux instruments, la 
flflte traversidre et le piano, Mais 
aussi celle de deux cultures mu¬ 
sic ales, frangaise et jordanienne. 
Mozart (Andante et Rondo), 
Kara-Elert (La Chacone), Enes- 
co (Cantabile et Presto), Joins 
(Episode Premier), Schuman 
(Romances). Tel est le pro¬ 
gramme du concert de dimanche 
soir (23 AoQt) 6 20h00, qui sera 
donnd par les deux virtuoses. Le • 
temps tort de ces deux demibres • 
semaines, placdes sous le signe 
de la cooperation musicale entre 
la France et la Jordanie. 

Discipline de travail 

Juliette Hurel, flQtisie, profes- 
scur au Conservatoire National 
de Rdgion de Boulognc- 
Billancourt et Eric Tanguy, com- 





** : 'Z-* 


T 




positcur et yioloniste effeCtuent 77-“’“7----- 

une mission de quatorze jours en Ke P €n Mn avant le grand concert de dimanche 

Conservatoire National de Jorda- nKio Si es, | rn ° I, r ^ P^ise fait ddcouvrir 1 
nic, affirme Francois Giraud, At- • j ■ Hure * ** J® ut J oucr temporainc k se 
techd culture! adjoint- francais, • ^ Levant un public dfci qu'on . de 17 ct 19 ans. 
celiii-ti est dotd d'un fort dyna- • ^ 1 possibibtd. Comme $a, compl^tementd 
miSme, mais il a bosoin de bonis “. su,te » m 8 moins le tnic!" sommes pas hat 
vers les grands centres dc mu- deson sdjour k Amman, Ju- de musique, avo 
sique classique autani cn Eurobc ■ te ” urcl doit ^galement ren- nous apprenom 
qtlen AmdriqQe". ' fo n b®r TOrchestre de Tarmde Tanguy' 1 . II ajot 

;!Cancrbtertiehli Juliette Hurel J ar danicnne: ,, On va me present- suis sQr que nou 
prend. en charge - un groupe de ’ w des ves, je vais leg dcouter . des pools entre 1 
sepj flfltistei jordanlens. Quite' ^ teur donner quclqucs con- et la musique i 
soient en. m'oUtK mi nric sells...'’ d autres termes. 


- -fiuitauv IWCI, 

prend en : charge - un groupe de 
sep|; flfltislei Jordanlens. Qu'ils 
soient, engrobpe ou pris indivi- 
duellemeiit, le stage doit donner 
a ces jeunes.musiciens "une dis- 
iplihe dfl travail". Deuxidm© 
mol d'ordre: oublier la musique 
de fanfare,., et les. • comnlexe*. 


Le choc • 

■ fen' parallfclej Brip Tanguy, 
jepne. compositeur et violoniste 


reL ta natiste francaise* devra: : 7 dit-Il, pourcc qui est de la 
fournir. un- bilpp de. tin de stage- . composition, ca va fitre \ui 
ayec ; jin programme- de travail! 7 choc". Samisslon: "Faire preh- 
W - #* armies h veidr, Mais s conscience amt dfeveslqub la. 
avant toui,;d|e,tipm k concredscr , composition; e'est *. I*iiiiveiiii«i ,< «• 
W.deux semaines de travail In- Pas aiiestioo tie WvafUer le n6o- 


MO- 


fait ddcouvrir la musique con- Ecoles de musique, afflrme Ki- 
temporainc & ses deux stagfaires fah Fakhoury, directeur du Con- 
. dc 17 ct 19 ans. Rdsultat? "C'est servatoirc jordanien, mais noire 
complptement diffdrent, nous ne attention s'est focalisde sur le 
sommes pas habituds b ce genre Conservatoire de Boulogne- 
de musique, avoue Tarik Younis, Billancourt, la place iddaJe pour 
. nous apprenons bcaucoup de un jumclage". une dtape, avant 
Tanguy'. II ajoute: "Un jour, je dc prdtendre rivaliser avec ceux 
suis sQr que nous pourrons order d'un niveau supdrieur. • 

.• des ponts entre la musique arabc La mdme anhde, Jean Lenert, 
et la musique universelle''. En expert en cordes est venu en Jor- 

d autres termes, Eric Tanguy es-. danie pour dispenser son savoir. 
saie de provoquer le. dec lie, El meltre au niveaules dludiants. 
d'nciUj ces compositetifs en , Mfime objectif pour la flflte. 
herbe a mspirer la mtisique du- Quant & la composition, le Con- 
zteme slecleJ Une musique jor- servatoire jordanien projette de 
danienne avant tout... . j order urt corns pobr les jeunes in- 

' M cooperation entre lc Con- ; tdressds par ce domaine; Cette 
servatoire National de Jordanie - : annde, le Conservatoire jordani- 
el • la 7 France, ne date pas cn envoid une^Ibve violoniste 

d ajqurd'hui. En 1989, la priesi- »tt Conservatoire de BoulcKme- 

oerae a to directeur se sont ren- : Billancourt; Avec le secret es- 
dus JjFrance- U but de ce voy- , polr qu-uh jour, elle pourra re- 
■ prendre contact ti de joindre des banCs beaucoup plus 
ivutre to Systome {HWtigieux. Kifah Fakhoury sc 
nseignejnent de, to 1 : m* > rftver h 1 * consdcraBon:. 
..dtait* Ja premlbre, avoir uh ancien dlbve au Conser- 
J petn Conservatoire vatoire National SUtJAfeur de 
qid yeut prendre de Mnsique de Paris. ■ * 

Nous tvons vlsitd ' - 


mieiu.: cbnnaltre to systbme 
francais, d'enseignernent de la 
mufjqiici.- Q-luii j, premise 

linn, iMn* *** 1 .. • 


( 2 M etoves) dui yeut prendre de 
tei hauteur, "Noiis f gvons vtoltd 
piuiieitf* Gouservatoires 


; . Frauds Mazoyo- 


Telex... 

Jordanie 


HAWATMEH - Le Secre¬ 
taire Gdndral du Front Dd- 
mocratique de Libdration de 
la Palestine (FDLP) de- 
mande aux Arabes de sus- 
pendre leur participation au 
prochain round des pour¬ 
parlers de paix jusqu'aux 
Elections amdricaines. "Les 
Palestiniens et les Arabes 
ne doivenl pas devenir les 
victimes de la campagne 
dlectorale amdricaine” a 
ddclard le leader du FDLP 
cette semaine h Amman. 
"Nous aussi, nous avons le 
pouvoir de faire pression 
sur 1 'administration amdri- 
caine, a-t-il ajould, en ne 
participant pas aux ndgocia- 
tions du 24 aobt, aucune 
dlape dans le processus de 
paix ne pourra filrc franchie 
sans nous". 

ROUND - "Nous n'avons 
pas did Informds de la posi¬ 
tion palcsUnicnnc, si ce 
n'est ce que nous avons lu 
dans Icsjoumaux" a ddclard 
Abdel Salam Majali, chef 
ndgocialcur jordanien, b 
propos d'un dventuel report 
du prochain round des pour¬ 
parlers dc paix. "Dbs que 
les Palestiniens mettront 
leurs iddes au clalr, et nous 
en informcrons, nous serons 
en mesure de prendre une . 
ddcision" a-t-il ajoutd. ‘ 11 

ETUDE - Zeid Ben Sohak- 
er lance une dtude complete 
sur les abus dans les servic¬ 
es gouvemementaux. Le 
Premier ministre a fait ectfe 
annonce dimanche lore 
d'une session de la Cham- 
bre basse, consacrde au su- 
jel. Selon un comitd spdeial 
de la Chambre, un certain 
hombre de services gouver-. 
nementaux dolvent toujours- 
531. millions de JD au min^ 
istfere des Finances. Au to¬ 
tal, quatre sessions ont 


Trent® ddputds ont appejda 
un contrdle plus strict de$ : 

, Finances du gouvemement. 

PARTIS-Les deux Cbjun^ 
bres du Pariement se rdunis- 
sent aujourd'hui pour dig-, 
cuter ffun certain nombre; 
d'articles HUgleux concer- 
nam la loi sur les partis; 
Selon le Prdsident de » 
Chambre Hadte, Ahmad Ai 
Lawzi, ce meeting va M to* ' 
nlr conformdment k 1 article; 
92 de la constitution joro*- 
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La page europeenne 


Les atouts de I'ECU 

Bien qu elle suscite de nombreuses interrogations, TUnion Economique et Mon6taire (UEM) 
renforcera la coh6sion et la souverainet6 des Economies europ6ennes. 


LA MONNAIE unique euro- 
pdenne, dit-on, est une alleime k 
la souverainetd de 1'Elat. Souve- 
rainetd croupion en vdritd qui se 
borne au cnoix de I'effigie qui 
ome les billets. En effet, les im- 
pdratifs de garantie de la valeur 
interne ct extome de la monnaie 
ont did aux nations europdennes - 
Allemagne exceptde, tout degrd 
de libertd dans la conduite de Icur 
politique qiondtaire. 

L'on crut lonjpemps que 
l'inilation, e'est-k-dirc I'drosion 
de la valeur interne de la mon¬ 
naie, dlait le prix h payer pour 
maintenir le plein emploi. Cette 
illusion monetaire a disparu. Et 
avec le triomphe des thdories mo- 
ndlaristes, la lutte contre la 
hausse des prix est devenue le 
cccur de Taction des Banques 
Centrales. 

Ellcs se limitent ddsormais it 
contraindre la progression de la 
masse mondtaire dans une 
fourehette compatible avec 
l'dvolulion de la production et des 
dehanges. Tout ddrapage est 
sanctionnd sur le champ par une 
hausse des taux d'intdrdts. 

Or, au sein du Systdme Mond¬ 
taire Europden (SME), toute vari¬ 
ation des taux d'intdrSts, m&me 
minima, se traduit par des 
mouvements massifs de capitaux. 
Ils se portent vers les devises & 
haul rendcmcnl et mettent sous 
pression les monnaies fraiche- 
ment ddlaissdes. 

Les mdeanismes trfes astreig- 
nants du SME ne toldrcnt pas de 


l^41' 1 1 fl i H'jk-M Wi r v 


plus de 2,5% par rapport k leur 
cours pivot. Aussi, tout pays donl 
la monnaie est altaqude est ra- 
pidement contraint k relever scs 
laux d'intdrfits pour dvltcr une dd- 
valuation non seulemcnl humili- 
ante, mais aussi deonomiquement 
tojustifide. 

-C'est done le pays dont 
leconomle est la plus solidc, en 
loccurence l'Allemagne, qui 
, donne le "la", et fixe les taux 
: dintdrfits pi archers. Les autres 
• Pays membres du SME sont te- 
n «« de se positionner au-dessus, 
9uoI qu'il en codte k leurs dcono- 
, mies. 

Bn ddfinitive, la seule option 
(olen peu enviable) dont ils dis- 
poswit estun relfevement des taux 
dlnterfits, pulsqu*une baisse gdnd- 
falisde ne peut voir le jour sans 
le premier de cordde n'y con- 
sente, 

. la resurgence de 
‘Miflation en Allemagne, consd- 
quenge de I'emballemenL des pre¬ 
miere temps de la rduniflcation, a 
conduit; la Bundesbank k relever 
taux k plusieurs reprises. Elle 
a de la sorte brisd les ekpolrs de 
.naitte des . taux que, gangrdndc 
•JSj; 1 ® chwnage, la France nouris- 
aju konie du sort, cellc-ci mbit 
ajjQq/d'hui. des, tapx d'intdrits 

^s.rteotds, alors que I'inflation 
jnaJuisde et que le commerce 
Wt^neurjera exdddentalre pour .: 
JJ^amiere fols en prbs de vjngt 

lUnionEconomiquect 
Wtaue (UEM) qui se profile 
JJwope reldyerait de la sbuve- 
Sw;,de« Etafs plus qu'elle ne 
St* ddpouillerait. La future 
Certtrale eurOpdnne tien- 
’SS»T va f lta 8 * cdmpte de la situ*' 
H^Qd chaqun et ne mettrait pas 
en r^eulon pour soign- 
dHm seal. Les.autres 



vertus de la mexmaie unique eu- 
ropdenne (I'ECU - European Cur¬ 
rency Unit) sont moins ignordes, 
puisque ce sont celles (mais dais 
toute leur togique) que Ton in- 
voquait lors de 'i erdation du 
SMB. . 

C'est tout *' jo rd un puissant 
facteur d'in^gration europdenne, 
rapprochant les entreprises el Fai- 
sant converger les performances 
dconomlques. Accentuant la flui- 
ditd des echanges, elle susciterait 
1 'apparition de nouveaiix exporta- 
tcurs que le risque de change con¬ 
trarian. 

Ensuite, elle supprimeralt un 
certain nombre de coQts et struc¬ 
tures intormddiaires lids k la cou- 
verture du risque de change. Les 
entreprises europdennes en profit- 
eraient via tine amdlioration de 
leqr productiyitd et de leur com- 
pdtitivitd.' . 

Enfiri, s'appuyant sur un vast© 
marchd domestique et .siir une. 
.Banque Ceqtrafe bfttie sur le 
modele german ique, lECU con- 
curreneeralt le Dollar en tant que 
inonnale de commerce mondial et 
pounalt, i brfcve dchdance, le 
supplanier k la premium place, 

; Lfeurope join fait alors du pri¬ 
vilege exorbitant de ltoance- ses 
dAFiciu aVec sa propre monnaie 
(comma ;. Ier ftatSrUnif au- 
jourd’bui)" puisque Ie : resto du 


monde serait toujour* demandeur 
d'une monnaie qui huileraii les 
rouageg de son commerce. D 
s'agit non seulement d'un pri- . 
vilege mais aussi d'un devoir, 
puisque le ddficil de la balance 
des palements de la premidre 
puissance mondtaire est la condi¬ 
tion sine qua non au bon fonc- 
tionpement du commerce mondi¬ 
al qu'il alimente cn moyens de 
paiement. Le resto du monde con¬ 
sent ainsi k prendre k sa charge 
une parde de .son train de vie, 
pourvu qu'il dispose d'un moyen 
de transaction liquide et sQr. 

Or, en matidre de liquidity « de 
sdcurito, I’ECU aurait en lul- ■ 
mdme beaucoup d'atbuts k faire 1 
valoir; Car IBirode pdsc dims le 
rommerpe mondial d'un poids 
largement supdrieur k cplul des . 
Etats-Unis, pays relativement peu 
ouvert sur. l’extdrieur. Dfcs fore 

3 a r un certain ' nombre 
'dconomies sc toumeraient vdrs 
I'ECU, la llquldito de eelui-cl 
pouriait suipasser celle dii Dol¬ 
lar. De nombreux rays pourra!ent 
en effet adopter I'ECU qul amsa- 
raltrail bien pius sur que le Dpi - 1 
lar. •' .’ 

1 ':Ce$ uh fait: les Htats-Unis ont... 
abusd du,ipriyitoge d'dmettre leur,. 
prQpre' moniuie pbpr financer to «. 
d^uilibrecle leur Balance <fpm- ■ 
mertlaie/iLes ddficlts recqrils de. 


ces dernidres anndes ont entralnd 
une proljfdralion de par le monde 
des avoirs en Dollar*. Ces Dol¬ 
lar* en circulation sont autant de 
crdances sur Tdconomto des 
Etqts-Unii. ■ 

Leur moritont exedde ddsormais 
fortement la valeur de la produc¬ 
tion amdricaine. Uri ddsdquilibre 
tout k fait prdjudiciable k la sta- 
bilitd de^la monnaie. Aussi, un 
mouvement de ddfiance, e'est-k- 
dire de fuite dev in 'le Dollar, 
pbiuTait faire chuter son, court- 
vertigineusement, jusqu’k ce quo 
Pdcart se dlssipe, seul dvdnemem 
susceptible de mettre un temte h 
cette ddchdance; '• '• 

. Un tel. mouvement est: tout k 
fait possible d&s 1'ors que I'ECU - 
representera une alterfiative sd- 
rieuse au Dollar. Emanant d’un 
espace dcoriomique administrd et 
dquilibrd, Iiquide et SOT, I'ECU , 
reprendraiti les,;attribute de la : 
monnaie amdricaine, sans toute- 
fois ses sautes dTiumeur, 1 ; 

Les delix devisds codxisteraient 
probablemertt uri certain temp, 
puisque manquam, du caractere 
de valeur refuge (apanage de la 
monnaie de la premiere puissance. 
militaire dq globe), I'ECU ne 
pounrail rcmplaper compldtement, 
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Eviter la 
partition! 

LA PLAN militaire anglo- 
franco-amdricain rdvdld rd- 
cemmcnt, qui vise k em- 
pScher la force adrienne ira- 
kienne d'imervenir en zone 
chiite (Irak) suscite des 
questions, sinon des inquid- 
tudes. La condition des 
droits de ltiomme dans 
cette partie de llrak est 
tenement constcmantc, 
qu\ine rdaction intemalion- 
ale semblc k premifcre vue 
justifide. Mais si cette ac¬ 
tion consiitue un prdludc k 
une "partition" de ('Irak, it y 
a de quoi troublcr les es- 
prils. 

Quelqucs semaines aupar- 
avant, certains analytes 
convcnaient que la sdcurito 
des monarchies dans le 
Qolfe ne pourrait due ga¬ 
rantie qu'avec 

"I'affaiblissemcnt" de leur 
inimitable voisin. Le nord 
de llrak, principal rdgion 
pdtrolidre, objei de tant de 
convoitises, n'est-il pas 
ddjk en scission totalc? Un 
sednario prdvisible pourrait 
rdduire Tlrak k trois micro- 
Etats: Kurde, riche en pd- 
trole, Chiite, fort de sa 
proximitd avec 1 'Iran, et 
Sunnite, ddpourvu de la 
puissance qu'il a mal su gdr- 
eriusqu'ici. 

Les pays du Golfe ne sont 
plus en mesure de supporter 
une menace que represents 
non seulement Saddam 
Hussein, mais aussi llrak 
dans son imdgritd. Si la 
menace permanente centre 
la souverainetd des petite 
pays ne peut en aucun cas 
cue loldrde, l'dventuelle 
"partition" d'autres par des 
supetpuissances serait un 
preeddent trds prdoccupant 
pour le lutur des nations. 

L'altomative Iddale serait 
de garantir la souverainetd 
et llmdgritd de tous lei 
pays, y comprii detours mi- 
noritds, selon les nocmes et 
les conventions des Nations 
Uriies. 

Le devoir d'ingdrence du 
droit intomational devrait 
devenir la base d'un pouvoir 
rde(, tant que la ddmocratie 
n'aura pas rdgnd partout 
dans le monde. Crder les 
outils et les mdeanismes 


pour protdaer ce pouvoir est 
ia toe he de touies les na¬ 
tions sans exception. 

La nouvelle donne .des 
Nations Unies, avec la Di¬ 
plomatic prdventive et tout 
ce qu'elle englobe de moy- 
ens de rdsoudre pacifique- 
ment un confiit, pourrait. 
dire une rdfdrence serieuse. 
En vue de garantir la sdcuri¬ 
to dans les pays du Golfe et 
d'empdeher la "partition" de 
llrak.® 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and 
Events page. 


Music Review: 

The modernist project 


By Ahmad Humeld 
Special to The Star 

What is the relevance of "disco" 
music made by two West Am¬ 
man "kids",' who spend most of 
their time slaving away at their 
synthesizers, sequencers and the 
rest of their high lech music 
equipment? 

Well, this is a quite legitimate 
question to ask after you've lis¬ 
tened to the two debut Instrumen¬ 
tals "Running Away" and "Aban¬ 
doned Places" composed by the 
Jordanian duo "The Project" 
(broadcast on Najat Dajani's 
Megamix show on Radio Jor- 
dan>. One could, superficially, 
dismiss the music as being just 
another dose of Western disco 
music suitable, at best, for party's 
background "muzak”. under¬ 
standing The Project's music 
needs a bit of probing deeper, be¬ 
yond the form, into the back¬ 
ground, influences and creative 
dogma of this duo. 

Both members of The Project are 
second year university students. 
Both of the them are definitely 
not party animals. Hyatham Ibra¬ 
him has been a computer and 
technology fanatic for quite some 
time, with a love for science fic¬ 
tion and history of science. He 
cannot play any conventional mu¬ 
sical instruments (except for a lit¬ 
tle keyboard), and he never re¬ 
ceived any relevant musical 
training. One the other hand, his 


partner, Ala' Diab is a very good 
keyboard player with a good mu¬ 
sical car. 

Their style is influenced by a 
wide range of music such as the 
popish music of the Pet Shop 
Boys and Erasure to the highly 
sterile music of the German avant 
garde scene, especially the pio¬ 
neers of electrode Bound Kraft- 
wcrlc, and sometimes drilling into 
the style of contemporary Acid 
rock and House music of bands 
like Front 242, 80S State, The Be¬ 
loved and Dcpcche Mode. 

The Project's work definitely has 
a substantial intellectual depth. 
They admit that their work is ul¬ 
tra modem, representing a com¬ 
plete break from any traditional 
Oriental or Arabic music. They 
want to rise above the musical 
"backwardness and superficial 
commercialism 1 ' of current Ara¬ 
bic music and reach the limits of 
modem music both in form and 
technique. Their two instrumen¬ 
tals are strong examples of the 
use of computers and synthesizers 
to create textures of synthetic 
sounds which are overlaid on 
highly energetic rhythms. Their 
music is built up, layer by layer 
of electronic bass lines, expres¬ 
sive short melodics, punchy 
drums and percussion effects 
which build up to climaxes then 
suddenly fall to minimal harmo¬ 
nies to nse again to another varia¬ 
tion of the main theme. 

Hyatham and Ala’ dent have any 


thing "against" Arabic or tradi¬ 
tional music, their music is pur- 
posly modem in which they ex¬ 
press a creative outlet for their 
thoughts. This is where their rel¬ 
evance lies. They know that they 
belong to a great complex cul¬ 
ture, but wish to go further than 
just reproducing, rehashing, or 
"westernizing" historical styles. 
Neither do they try to Arabize 
western music to achieve a false 
impression of Arab identity 
while being "up to dale". Their 
work is a non compromising dis¬ 
play of Western music, not by 
copying or importing its ideas 
and styles but actually by cutting 
through h, dissecting it and dis¬ 
covering its internal logic and or¬ 
der. 

Some might hastily accuse The 
Project of producing elitist art 
. for the consumption of the bour¬ 
geois, which is actually true for 
most progressive trends in the 
aits in this region. This is, after 
all, the postmodern age of going 
back to the roots and traditions, 
and people such as members of 
The'Project try to stir the scene 
with their contributions and 
bring some Zeitgeist into it. They 
do our cultural scene a great fa¬ 
vour, if by only making us aware 
of what is possible technically 
and creatively. The Project are 
"running away from the pitfall of 
commercialism by bringing 
some life into the "abandoned 
places" of our local music scene. 


Child Psychology: 


By V'esna Masharqa 
Special Ip The Star : 

THE . STAR received ti letter 
from . a mother who wanted to 
know why some children afe 
overweight and what is the sblu- 
,tion. ■ ... 

It was a belief of the past that be¬ 
ing fat means being healthy, but 
some societies today.-still adore 
chtldrcTi . who; are chubby, be¬ 
cause th<*y look! 'due''or mothers 
may believe thaj ihcir overweight, 
child is ia sign of good hpalth and 

K romoies her cooking skills, 
led ical. reports shotf that- over*; 
ytaighi children as much as', 
underweight children ; — are 
more prone to sickness than .chil¬ 
dren who are Krbwihg ori a-'balr. 
■need. dleL Tolse healthy means', 
knowing how to erijoy lire aiid lo, 
have the energy ib I do so, _ j-'T, : 

.A nealthv:child'is; S: child- - who; 


curiptis.' Jn^is i nature: Kvokpcyi- 
mjeni-'and •ekpjpferhis: giirtound- 
fogi. What helps line child ■ better 
undwst&td ; hiidsqlt!tangs - hirff 


happiness and satisfaction, 
rr a child has healthy eating and 
sleeping habits and his time is 
structured according to his nature 
. and temperament, be will have a 
balanced energy'Input and out¬ 
put, and maintain a balanced 
growth development. 

In all cases, a child's growth 
Should always be monitored. Par- 
. ents should ; discuss with their 
child his. emotional life, behavior 
and attitudes and their relation- 
ship .to the possible changes in 
their life in arid out of the family 
setting considering the ; fact; that 
layers pf fat maybe a reflection. 
•f>f frustration; ' -; • .■ •; : V' ‘.j:- i 
When 1 a', child suddenly becomes 
fat, the toother should consider 
this problem With'lot*of attention 
jmd concern; Increased appetite 
pnd excessive" requirements to* 

; wards sugar ,arjd carbohydrates 
; may .bq cdused \yheu a child js 
- feeling helpless; afraid and ftus- 
v trated - 7 -psychoIoglcalhungefis 
,/a mechftmsm pf defence; * 
■j ; Dj| the other hand, thefrarecliil- 
drehwhb were fksiriee iftelKear- 

; * 1 “Ij".i * . A: 1 ;' j t l i 


have the same problems as the 
. child who has become suddenly 
overweight or their diet set by 
their parents may be the cause. 
. Some iriiqthers believe that food 
is an expression of love and they 
.insist on sniffing their children 
and buying them sweets whenev- 
: er their, children are Unhappy as 
: their , mothers used to. This |s 
bow children learn to. substitute 
kwe for food. 

.If oarentrtalk to their children 
,and learn about the developmen- 
tal problems, they'are'facing, and 
assist them to resolve these prob¬ 
lems, they: may be able to work 
oto ti^ causes, and . the ctirp for 
i their child's unhealthy ' develop- 
”! merit, Jin;, addition ’to this they 
'should;reconsider family eating 
habitxand think about how much 
-freedom every; 1 member, of the 
i family basin times 

■; .'told shacks. >y ./• 

iVesna Mashafqa is a Clinical 
; Psychologist who: invites read- 
to SC 3(1 In their letters for 
: < any ques tons pii child upbring. 

'ing lo The Star,.P.O.Box 3191, 
' 'Ammato 1 1 ' v, • 
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Changes to route of 
Rothmans Cyprus Rally 

• IT'S NOT true that your name has to end in 'opoulos 1 if you want to 
mount the winner’s rostrum of the Rothmans Cyprus Rally. Bui h 
might help. For the past two years, Cypriot drivers have emerged vie- 
torious in this prestigious — and tough — European Championshin 
cvem. v 




his home' rally. But in 1991 his hopes of doing the double were shat¬ 
tered by Tony Jeropoulos from Limasol. 

This year's Rothmans Cyprus Rally - the 20lh- will be held from 
September 2S-27, with scnrtinccring on the 24th, and it sees some 
route changes because of the increased number of tourists on the island 
this summer. 

As always, the start and finish will be at the inland capital, Nicosia. 
Clerk of the course Takis Kyrlakldes, who has been closely involved 
with each and every Cyprus Rally, said the 20th anniversary event 
looks like attracting a large contingent of foreign entrants. "All the in¬ 
dications point to around 30 foreign ‘crews competing this year," he 
said. "This is a high percentage of the 80 or so entrants wc expect to be 
taking part." 

He added that the route changes were made to enable more of the 
thousands of tourists who will be in Cyprus at the end of September to 
enjoy watching at an event described as one of the tough¬ 
est on the European Championship circuit. Drivers 
can expect to cover more than 800 kilometers and 
endure 21 gruelling special stages in the space of 
72 hours. 


From Avon 
Anti-Cellulite Cream 

9 Specialized massage cream to help skin look and feel smoother 
firmer and more resilient. Helps reduce the rippled, 'orange peel 1 effect 
skin (called cellulite) which appears on hips, thighs and buttocks. Mas¬ 
saging with this gentle moisturizing cream will help increase circula¬ 
tion, reviving sluggish skin and improving its vitality. 

The cream should be massaged into cleansed dry skin in the problem 
areas for several minutes. Use daily for all skin types (200 ml). Plus 
many, many more new beauty products from AVON coming to you in. 
the near future. 


Agenda 


EXHIBITION: 

9 The Alia Art Gallery is exhib¬ 
iting paintings by the Jordanian 
artist Fayez Dwelk. The last day 
for. this exhibit is on Thursday 20 
August from 10am to 1:30 and 
from 4pm to 7pm at the Insu¬ 
rance bbilding, Jcbel Amman, 
first circle. • 

FIELD TRIP: 

9 The Friends of Archaeology 
are organizing a Field Trip to 


Oman. The land where Marco 
Polo and Ibn Batuta trekked, 
where Job was entombed, where 
the Queen of Sheba reigned, and 
the place from which Sindbad the 
Sailor set sail. The tour cost JD 
1180 which includes: two econo¬ 
my air tickets, one for Amman/ 
Muscat/Amnmn and the other for 
MuscaVSalalah/Muscat, accom¬ 
modation (full board) based on 
sharing bedrooms in the best ho¬ 
tels in the area and all transfers, 
tips and sightseeing fees by a de¬ 
luxe air-conditioned bus. For in-, 
formation and payment, plwsf 
contact Muna Zaghloul, FoA 
treasurer (659978). The dcadliM; 
for full payment is September 15,’ 
and the 40participants will bead-' 
cepted on a first come first served ■ 
basis. . • ! •• 


The Jasmine shows 
its flowers 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

g ; 30 — Super Bloopers and 
New Practical Jokes. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Film: Picture Per¬ 
fect." Starring Mark Hamill and 
Katherine Wilkcning. An Ameri¬ 
can photographer working in Par¬ 
is gels entangled in a spy case. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Wings. 

9:10 — Documentary "Inside 
The Reef." 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 —Midnight Caller. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Close to Home. 

9:10 — Gone to the Dogs. (Epi¬ 
sode 1). A drama about a rich 
married couple and a greyhound 
vainer. Starring: Alison Stead¬ 
man and Jim Broadbcnl. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Strauss family. 

TUESDAY 

8:30—Acropolis Now. 

9:00—Mr. Bean. 

9:30 — Tecx. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film. "Little 
Nikita." Starring Richard Brad¬ 
ford and Richard Jenkins. A spy 
movie about the dangerous, ana 
deadly ‘Sleeping Agents'. 


WEDNESDAY 

JsJO—Saved by the Bell, 
o SS Wwln esd*y Forum. 

Wan of the people, 

— News in English. 

10:20 — Stay the Night, The 
**!* story of a mother's determi- 
wiloo to get even with a women 
put her son in prison for life 

THURSDAY 

8:30 Simpsons. 
ifuLr"BaskeCbMH* 

JJ : 52 — News In English. 
H"* Feature Film "White 
Starring: Lonl Anderson, 
^oDcrt Dim and Paul Dooley. A 
2?*$ the mysterious death 

^famous actress, Thelm Todd. 












Paul Nicholas as James Shepherd lit 1 Close to Home 1 on 
Monday at 8:30 


FRIDAY 

8:30 — Golden Girls. 

9:10 — Root into Europe. 
10:00 — News in English. 
10:20 —EL CID. 

11:10 — The Powers That Be. 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:00 — Des Petites Histoires 
Presque Vraies. 

6:10 — Les Tortues Ninja. 

6:30 — La Gymnastique. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Fenetre Sur. A local 
program. 

DIMANCHE 

5:30—Michel Vaillant 

5:50 — Des Chiffres et des Let- 

tres. 

6:10 — La Chance aux Chan¬ 
sons. 

7:00 — News In French. 

7:15—Magazine. E»M6. A sci¬ 
entific magazine 

LUNDI 

6:00—Au Clair de Lune. 

6:10 — Le monde sous Marin 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. 

7:00 — News In French. 

7:15 — The weekly sports mag- 


if- v. vJK> lw 



'Ja^Trrri rre ft :H 

'jutznni 


HAINITEI/ 


Amman- Tel-668193 
PO; BOX 9403-Fax 602434 
Tetex23$88bAROrLJD 

Ideal ftpildenq* for 
ExMtrlates and 
BitoliMgsmen 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors oiir special styles arid 


■--Yk 

Shepjitrdiiotel 

for your reservations call 


HOROSCOPE 


☆ 


azine. 

MARDI 

6:00— Santd vision. A health 
program. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. A seri¬ 
ous about two doctors. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Le Beaux moments du 
Cirque. 

MERCRDI 

6:00 — Le Monde est h Vous. A 
variety and cultural program. 
7:00—News in French. 

7.T5 — Azlmuts. A scientific 
Magazine 

JEUDI 

6:00 — Circus Partenaires. A 
documentary about the circus. 
6:30—Maguy. 

7:00—News In French. 

7:15 — Varieties. A selection of 
French songs. 


VENDREDI ‘ 

5:30 — Documentary: Geo- 
scope. 

5:50 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard. A Game show 
7:00—News to French. 

7:15 — Fusions, A documentary 
program. 


ARIES (21 March -19 April): 
Unconscious facts determine 
much of your actions. Listen to 
your inner voice. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): 
You may have lots to say. Excel¬ 
lent judgment. Wednesday is fab 
for business affairs. 

GEMINI (21 May - 21 June): 
Know your worth this week. It 
could mean more money in the 
bank. Monday may find you trav¬ 
elling. 

CANCER (22 June - 22 July): 
Sunday is great for rejuvenating 
your aching muscles. Moon in 
Virgo stimulate your excellent 
productivity. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Un¬ 
expressed emotions could hold 
you back. Don't push too hard for 
what you want. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 Sep¬ 
tember): Moon in Cancer can 
bring wonderful sharing with 
friends who are like family- 
Dates can be expensive during 
the weekend. 

LIBRA (23 September - 23 Oc¬ 
tober): Get straight in your mind 


your top priority career goals. A 
loving weekend ahead, 

SCORPIO (24 October - 21 No¬ 
vember): Good family relations 
make you feci better about life. 
Good relationships develop. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November 
- 21 December): Joint financial 
matters arc improving. Excellent 
business ideas. Establish better 
relations with career colleagues. 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 
19 January): Give yourself time 
to unwind — you need it. Love 
comes to you when you are will¬ 
ing to please. 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 
February): Your emotions can 
be your best guide tills week. En¬ 
joy your activities, but keep a 
low profile. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 
March): You have the energy to 
put more fun in your life. Rest a 
little. A merry weekend — Ro¬ 
mantic. 

IF YOU WERE BORN THIS 
WEEK: Happy Birthday Virgol 
Something of your past could be 
reaedvated this month. Tie things 
up In a nice bundle. 


TOP HITS 


POP SINGLES 



1 This used to he. my pluy 
ground, Madonna, Warner Bros 

2 Baby Got Back*. Sir-Mix-A- 
Lot, Reprise 

.3 Baby-Baby-Baby, TLC, Arista 

4 Just Another Day, Jon Seca - 
dfl,SBK. 

5 November Rain, Guru N' Ros¬ 
es, Gefferi , J ’. : ( 

6 End of the Road, Bays II Mem 
Motown 

7 Wishing on a Star, The Cover 
Girls, Epic ■ j - 

8 Jam, Michael Jackson, Epic 

9 Give Him Something He Can 
Feel, En Vogue, Epic 

10 I'll Be There, Marlah Carey, 
Columbia 


VIDEO RENTALS 

1 Bugsy, Warren Beatty, Annette 
Denlng, Columbia TriStar Home 
Video (R-1991) 

2 Star Trek VI, William Shat- 
tier, Leonard Nimoy, Paramount 
Home Video (PO-1991) 

3 Cape Fear, Robert De Niro, 
Nick Nolle , MCA/Uuiversal 
Home Video, (PO-1991) 

4 Addanra Family, Anfelka Hu¬ 
ston, Raul Julia, Paramount 
Home Video (R-1991) 

5 JFK, Kevin Costner, Warner 
Home Video (R-1991) 

6 The Hand that Rocks the 
Cradle, Annabella Sclorra, Re¬ 
becca DeMornay, Warner Home 
Video (R-1991) 

7 My Girl, Macaulay Cufkln, 
Anna Chtumsky. Columbia Tri- 
Star Home Video (PO-1991) 

& Father of the Bride, Steve 
Martin, Touchstone Home Vld* 
cd; (PO-1991) 

9.Grand Canyon, Kevin Kline, 
Danny Glover, Fox Video ,(R- 
199.1) - 

10 Shinning Through, Michael 
Douglas, Melanie Griffith, Fox-, 
Video (R-1991) 
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Would You 
Believe. 

In Britain. n new law 
makes it a crime far a 
bartender to serve a beer 
with too much foam on 
llie Lop. It's called serving 

a short measure. 

* * * 

Sixteen new African 
nations joined the United 
Nations in just one vear: 
1960. 

* * * 

The Berlin Wall was 
mure than 26 miles long. 
* * ■* 

Cntgut, the stuff of mu¬ 
sical and rncquel strings, 
is never made from cals. 
It usually comes from the 

intestines of sheep. 

* * * 

The cloud cover on the 
plnnel Venus never lifts. 

* * * 

As of 1991, there hasn't 
been a Triple Crown win¬ 
ner in horse racing in 13 
years. That isn't, a record, 
however. There was a 25- 
year stretch between Ci¬ 
tation's Triple Crown and 
Secretariat's. 


Solution 


[0HHM 0ElHM ClRflUn 
uuuu uiumu waiaiaia 

UULhJ felUkJU UQEIUIU 
uuwuHutiiuuuiuHiaiaH 
[H0U11HHU flUUH 

UUQ HO LI LI HUB 

yaciHiii wmatiH iaoa 

UianQ Lilll'Il'JLI M0L1LI 

c mm auinau huhfin 
kiaa MtjBia oeiy 
HBMtl nflflBHIlM 

LiouLiniaHarnpmHnnin 

BPHH13 IH11 LI Li LJUlU'i 
uonniri iiHPiru Hfciwra 

oilman nnun ci bhb 
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★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


ACROSS 
1 Reminder 
of o wound 
6 Without 
dilution 
9 Terra — 

14 Predicament 

IE Exhort 

16 Month 

17 Like a 
desert 

18 Show 
pleasure 

19 Intended 

20 Be inclined 
toward 

23 Pullman car 

24 Otherwise 

25 Came to¬ 
gether 

26 Dinner or 
supper 

28 Health 
resort 

31 Church 
sections 

34 Swiss 
capital 

35 Homo 
sapiens 

36 Regretted 


37 Baseball's 
Roger 

38 Gasp for 
breath 

39 Sea eagle 

40 Stimulant 

41 Livestock 
land 

42 Coterie 

43 Reddish 
brown 

44 Sesame 

45 Danube 
tributary 

47 Makes up 
one's mind 

51 Receive 
merited 
acclaim 

55 Open 

66 Br'lsh 
composer 

57 Space 

58 Tropica! 
fruit 

59 Sugar 
source 

60 Dagger 

61 Change 

62 Employs 

63 Being: Lat. 


DOWN 

1 Sovereigns 
of Iran 

2 Reef mate¬ 
rial 

3 Swarming 

4 Recovered 
from pawn 

5 Lump of 
gold 

6 Trial and - 

7 Money ex¬ 
change fee 

8 Watch over 

9 Garbo role 

10 Unwraps 

11 Storekeeper 

12 Hue 

13 Palo - 

21 Copies 

22 Affluence 

26 Virtue 

27 Norwegian 
navigator 

29 Spasm of 
distress 

30 Poker stake 

31 God of war 

32 Unadultera¬ 
ted 

33 Feeling 


34 Forbids 

37 GrlBve 

38 Fence of 
stakes 

40 Betrayer of 
a trust 

41 Oriental 
staple food 

44 Doctrines 1 

46 Twilled 
fabric 

47 Recipient 

48 Ms. Day 

49 Large water 
pitchers 

60 Treacherous 
one 

61 Stupor 

52 Egg-shaped 

53 Prohibition 

54 Mineral 
earths 




JORDAN BRIDGE 
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Thin air slams 

IN SOME sessions you may not meet any slam 
oul of the 24 boards you play at that session, but 
for some, other sessions you meet more than a 
slani and you start to feel them around: 


* A10873 
VA864 '■ 

♦ 6 ■ 

+ AK2 

South 1 

i* •:. 

4 * (l) 
■4Y (1) 
6*(1), 
6 >. ' 


ft. ! ■ 

W E 
S 


West 
. Double 
■PBSS ■; 

Pass ■ 
Pass : . 
Pass : ' 


North 

fcass... 

#8 
6 *0) 
Pass ■ 


* KJ964 
V K1053 
4'r— 
*Q975 

' East 

. 2 * 
Pass 
' Pass 
i Pass 


The following hand wc mei at a very early stage 
and I didn't give much analysis for the final bid. 
Artcr M. Kheir pandour bid 54 ,1 listed the in¬ 
formation l, received up to that stage, he should 
beholding:.. ’ 

— Five girds of heart topped by the King 
.•*“ Four, cards of diamonds 

— The spade, Ace : 

I analysed that be should hold the YQ or 7N, but 
I did noi recognise that the *Q also is enough to 
make 7N, The=7N bid is disasierous only iThe 
held the three top honours of spade, the king of 
hearts and ridtains else, which is unlikely/ 

The 7f brought its 40% score iii the hahd but 7N 
:scored90% 


:(1) Cue bidding 

(2) Cue bid : and showing one or : three of the 
ihrce' top honours of the agreed upon suit (Snacie : 
in this case) . -.s ; > 

1; v. is completely satisfied Svi'lh the bidding, niy 
, partner planed cue bidding dirccay^fiqr l - 
jumped to'Spades, lie knewifiai we:incsk ope pf : 

. the three tori hnnnrc ahrl aim tnuu j!i." . 


^°? or ® Bhddfp knew, aboul 1 fhe 1 did- 
inontl void due to, the repeamiive cue bid and the 
T Vliig6f heart via the 0 V due bid.- i !, \ 

.To justify any jump to 24 I should hkve otte ■■ * 
quwrr ai j^ast which makes the slam highly 
;probably. . •; . ; . ;■ '' 


4, a k 
V KQ863 
♦ 98 7* 


'4 —• 

Y A73 

, ♦ AKQ S: 
* AK J84 


South 


West ; 

1Y 

4Y(1) 

4N(2) 

my 

Piiss 


North, 
Pass • 

•, ; ’P4ss.': 
-'Pass'- :■ 
Pass 

.•,'Pass : '"- 

Pass 


: East : ■ 
. '24 
# (1) 

- r*t 0> 



Until hla medical license was suspended, cosmetic 
surgeon Dr. Irwin Blumenfeld left many of his 
patients with the tragic side effect known as 
"buffalo nose." 



Slave-ship entertainers 



' OiplomatlcCorps 


Algerian... 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain.. 664148 

Belgian ...675683 

Bulgarian.—....—....818151 

Canadian.. 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons..... 677559 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen ..... 622324 

Finnish Consulate..623443 

French.641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian.......816614 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi.639331 

luuan... .......638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan..666118 

Lebanese. 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian <IIMN*|IMtHMS*l a lM .828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phlfiipines. 645161 

Polish... 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian •imsaiMIMMHMlKlai 667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean...660745/6 

Spanish ..622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian... 641076 

Tunisian.............674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen.. 642381 

Delegation of the BBC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

Taiwan).671530 

UNICEF.. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka...645312 

Con of Iceland.698851 


Alycmda (Air yemun) 653691 

Awollot.641510 

Air France.666055 / 667824 

688301/2 

A {Lanka. 682140 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

AJutrian AIrline«..637380/667028 

Bdkm Airlines.665909 

British' Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

CathayPaoific...624363 

Cyprus Airwaya......667028 

pip. Air... 630011 

Enuriie. Airiinea.662141/678321 

—.653606/656616 

Hun^nsn Airlines ..639295 

....637827/644036 

baqi Airway*..,... 628596/628598 

J«P*nAirlines ..630879 

.622175. 

Korean, Airlines... 676624/662236! 

Kuwaiti Airlines.......;_ 690144! 

Mtyan Arab Airlines .... 645831/2 

. 601744 

Alrline.639575/853446 

. 630125/638433 

rv I.. ..... 625981 

^UlbiphieAirllnei.670155 

PbUsh Airlines.. 625981 

.641430/655447 

Myal Jordanian..,... 678321 

ISr-T"'.—• «9333 

5J«wvtavian Airlines .... 604649 

JJgtpoie Ahllnes. 676177 

Aultaes. 694501 

usAi^f i -. s ; A, ^ 597 9 1/64,906 

_622147 

^Romartian.... ..i637380 
HSjWrwW-..604649 


Activities 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Artt Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Cinemas 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 


Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club.. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Joidan Bridge Assoc.. 


667181 

810491 

£15410 

736572 

673713 

-801233 

,676990 



W 2 M 



Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Koda . 

.665161/665153 

Al-Labadi. 


National. 

, , .X30107/X 

Nebo... 

. 816792 

Petra...... 

. 605501 

Rabbit Amman... 

. 672424 

Al-Rimal. 

. 639861 

Al-Samer. 

.771707 

Satelite. 

.625767/621471 

Stax. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

. 671931 

Trust. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha . 

. 674105 

Abu Degge.. 

.644642/644906 

1 Amin Jarrar (Avis). 6704981 


. 666327 

Arabian. 

.641350 

Avis-Jarrar.. 

Budget . 

.604230 

Dc’as. 

. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Buropcar. 

.601350/80 

General Services 

.674100 

Gulf.. 

. 660902 

1 _ ; _ 1 


Amman 

Crown.. 

.79R1K1 

Philadelphia. 

. 663100 

.... 660100 

Regency . 

Jerusalem . 

. 660000 

..665094 

InterContinental. 

Ambassador. 

Commodor. 

. 641361 

. 665186 

.665181 

Middle BasL. 

Grand Palace............. 

Tyche . 

. 667150 

— 661121 

..661114 

.... 841712 


. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

Plrrra . . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
.674111 

Aqaba 

.. .119426 


..314340 

Al-Cazar. 

Cor»l Bnaeh 

. 314131 

.313521 

Aquamarine I. 



314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

.316636 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid.. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence re nice..630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters,. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdl Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisanj.....664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdall.. 666127/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.... .777101/3 
Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism......... 642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints...661176 

Telephone Information..121 

Jordan and Middle Eaat calls... 10 
Repair service:.623101 
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Algeria..213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia....61 

Adelalde8 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Path9, 

Sydney 2 

.II/HMIIM 

■ Vfcnn»222 •’ : • 

Bahrain...973 



Belgium...32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil .. --.-■•55 

Rfo de Janeiro 21 
BrazllUs 61 

Bulgaria.-.359 

Sofia2 

Canada.... 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile...... 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.......- 357 

NioosU21 

Czechoslovakia..42 

Prtgue2 ; 

Denmark..—‘. 45 

Copenhagen firmer) I 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 . : • 

Ecuador....—....—■■•• 5“3 

Quito 2 i 

RtrVDL..—.....-. ^ 


-.353; 


Cairo 2 

Eire...,.——- 
Dublin 1 - 

Finland . 

H^staWP' 

France *4 


... 


Paris 1 

Germany W.49 

Bonn 288 ■ '■ 

Greece.30 

Athens/Pirseus 1,, 

India..91 

Bangiore 812.. 

New Delhi 11 ‘ -. . 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be- 
ginnlhg with lAV//,?, & 8.< 

bidoheris........... 62 

Jakarta 21 . 

Ilaty. 39 

Rome 6 V 

Ir«q.~. »« 

Baghdad 1 . . 

Jsman.. 8* 

Tokyo* oka 

Nairobi2 . - ■; 

KuwaiL....... 965 

Korea;........... W 

Seoul 2 • ■ _ 

Libya..-...- 218, 

Tripoli 21 _ 

Lebanon....961 

Beiruti ... 

. Malaysia...... 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.-. ^ 

' Mexico City 5 ' 

Morocco. ...212 

Fez6 .-V/.-J 


Amsterdam 20 
... Rotterdam 10 . . 

• North Yemen...———..; 967 

A1 Bayda 6 . ■ 

• Hodeidah3 ; 

■ Sanaa 5. •• '• 

• Taiz4. 

Nigeria^ ■IMM.Iaiai i....... "....< 234..-J. 

: .Lagos 1 

. Norway-...—...47 

; ,f Oslo 2 ■ 

■v .Ojn«u..........—... 968 . 

Pllcjaum.,.,...—.. |.f.,iiiy.;ii...»...... 92 . 

' Karachi 21 . 

Lahore42i:; 

’■ Peshawar 521 

Riwalpindi/lslamabad 51 
i ; : Paraguay-....;,......... 595 

Asuhdon54 "• • , 

: Pent. 51 

, Lima 14 , . *‘ 

Philippiiiea-J.... 63 

Manila-2 

.. Point.. 48 

■ " Warsaw22 ; ’ ■; 

Q«ar..--,..974 

Romania.,.,...;......—.; 40 - 

.. BucharSatO 

■' Saudi Arabia .—.... 966 . ; 

Al-Khobar 3 
, • Al-Madina4. • 

Dammam 3 . 

/ Jeddah 2 . 

■ Mecca 2 ■ ■ . r • 

‘ Riyadh 1 ; 

-j Spam..■...«...........34- - ^ 

Baroelons3 }; 

;•••- Madrid! 1 ^ 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash i 
(4 th to 18lh centimes). The Ronun 
Theatre, Amman. Opening houre:9, 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closod 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: i 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a jn - 5 p.m.). Closed TUes- 
daya.Tcl: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains i collection of paintmgs, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contom- 
poranr Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Mimtazah. Jabal 
Welbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. - 5:00p.m. 
Closed Tues days. Tel.630128. 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Ammon, TeL 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephriam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
SummaqTel. 811295. 


Maibella52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka. 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan,...—... 249 

.. Khartoum 11 

Sweden..-—.■——46 

i Stockholm 8 

Syria...,.963 

’ Damascus 11 

Taiwan—.*.— - 886 

•\ Taipei 2 1 

Thailand..—..— 66 

Bangk»k2 

Tunisia...—.. 216 

Tunis 1 \ • 

.Turkey.*.....—.......» 90 

• Ankara 4 
• Istanbul l 

UAB......971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Aiii 3 . 

Dubai 4 , 

Fujairah 70. 

Ghyathl 52 
Ras A1 Khahnah77 
Sharjah 6 - 
Umm Al Quwain 6 

; ...;..44 

London (inner 7t/ouler 81) 

. Uruguay...;..—.,.....—.— 598 

Montevideo 2 

usa.—;... -1 

New Yqrk 212/718. - 
- Washington202 ' 

USSR—...,..-....-, ...7 

Moscow 095 

. ; Venezuela;.....;........... 58 


.;..44 


'•.j: ••Stamcas •. *; 

- Ypgoslayfa..:;^. 
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